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SCHOOL-BUILDING SCHEMES estimated to cost £4,637,600 
were dealt with by the L.C.C. Education Committee 
at its meeting on Wednesday last. Private architects 
are to be engaged to prepare the plans for the schools, 
we are informed, and building work is expected to start 
next year. 755 


HouSING PROGRESS in Italy since the war is described in 
acontributed article by Reginald M. Lester, who says 
that rebuilding there has proceeded more quickly than 
in Britain, but that town planning is considerably more 
haphazard. 756 


THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH invite architects to 
submit designs in competition for extensions to its 
Medical Buildings. Mr. A.G.R. MacKenzie, A.R.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., is the assessor and premiums of 1,000 gns., 
600 gns. and 300 gns. are offered. 758 


THE REQUEST that the effects of the recent building 
cuts should not be over-emphasised has been made by 
Mr. Charles Key, Minister of Works, who adds that 
the value of incentive schemes has clearly been shown by 
the results of a recent survey by his Ministry. rye 


MEASURES CALCULATED to lower housing costs without 
decreasing the number of new homes have been circu- 
lated to authorities by the Department of Heaith for 
Scotland. Recommendations include the provision of 
an inereased proportion of flats and terraced houses; 
the reduction of normal ceiling height from 8 ft. 6 in. to 
$ ft.; and the omission of fireplaces in bedrooms. 775 


Mr. ANEURIN BEVAN, Minister of Health, has an- 
nounced in Parliament that local authorities are to be 
given a discretion to resume the issue of licences for 
private house-building and to issue them up to a maxi- 
mum of one-tenth of the further allocation of houses 
made to them by M.o.H. principal regional officers. 776 
Support for the Minister of Health’s decision not to cut 
down the standard of housing was given by Mr. R. W. 
G. Mackay, M.P., when he addressed the Housing 
Centre on ‘‘Labour’s Policy for Housing.” He 
added that 1,000 ft. super was the minimum for a family 
with three or four children. 777 


THE FIVE TOWNS 


| our issue of October 14 we published a summary of 

the Plan for North Staffordshire prepared by Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie and Mr. Herbert Jackson. The 
central conurbation dominating this area is well known by 
the name of the Five Towns, which is recognised as the 
scene selected by the late Arnold Bennett for many of his 
most notable stories. These are, of course, of more 
interest as character studies of typical inhabitants than as 
descriptions of the group of towns themselves. Stretching 
from north to south for some six miles along the eastern 
side of the upper valley of the Trent, this group, consisting 


of Tunstall, Burslem, Hanley, Stoke and Longton, has 
become an almost continuous agglomeration of factories, 
works and homes. Some two miles to the west is the 
town of Newcastle-under-Lyme in another valley formed 
by a tributary stream. 


The establishment of this busy centre of industry and its 
rapid growth during the last two centuries (now reaching 
a population of some 300,000) are easily explicable. It is 
in the centre of a coalfield producing over six million tons 
per annum, while within the coal measures contained are 
beds of various types of clay possessing high value in the 
manufacture of bricks, tiles and pottery. This close 
conjunction of the raw material and the requisite fuel gave 
such an outstanding advantage in production that develop- 
ment was inevitable. What is now to be deplored is the 
form this development took. 

Until comparatively recent years the dangers that present 
themselves in the development of such a site had not been 
realised. Mining and industry took hold of the positions 
they desired, while housing and other demands fitted 
themselves in as best they could, disregarding the fact that 
the major industries not only rendered the land liable to 
subsidence but also created large derelict areas by excava- 
tion or by deposition of waste. In Stoke over 2,000 acres 
and in Newcastle 1,000 acres are unusable for this reason 
and such ground is dispersed among that occupied by 
buildings to such an extent as to make orderly replanning 
costly and difficult, if not absolutely impossible. Reorganisa- 
tion would be even more difficult here than in the Black 
Country to the west of Birmingham, where most of the 
mines are worked out and there is not the same pressure for 
utilisation. 


Then again, subsidence is here a continuing liability. 
It has done much damage in the past, not only to buildings, 
but also to canals, roads and services, while so long as 
the mines are being worked there will be further damage in 
the future with consequent discouragement to deal 
with areas in the danger zones. No wonder the towns of 
North Staffordshire compare unfavourably in order and 
dignity with those in other parts of the country and that 
the problem of remodelling them appears almost 
insuperable ; in fact the present conditions, both as regards 
the confusion of land use and the smoke-laden, foggy 
atmosphere, are so uniformly bad that the inhabitants have 
come to accept them as normal and find it difficult to 
realise how far they are from a reasonable ideal. 


It must have required some courage for the authors of 
the report to lay down a scheme for remodelling as regards 
this element of their task, but they have worked hard to 
introduce more order in the present chaotic conditions. 
They must have been sorely tempted to indulge in wholesale 
condemnation on the ground that a quarter of a million 
people should not be living on the top of an operating coal- 
field, but realising that removal was economically impractic- 
able, they have done their best to reorganise the distribution 
of the workers as is most advantageous considering the 
type of land which can be found suitable for building on. 

There is one advantage that may be granted to the 
inhabitants of the Five Towns Group. Despite the sordid 
character of their immediate surroundings they are within 
some six or eight miles by road from a district described as 
of very great scenic beauty lying to the north-east, namely 
an outcrop of the Peak area to the south of Buxton. Ata 
similar distance to the south-west there is also a stretch of 
country with attractive scenery. So, to quote the Glasgow 
saying : “‘ It’s a fine place—a fine place to get away from.” 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Planning Authorities’ Limits. 

N R. E. M. KING, M.P., Parliamentary 
“ Secretary to the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning, addressing recently 
the Risborough branch of the Council 
for the Preservation of Rural England, 
made the following pungent statement 
regarding planning and the rights of the 
individual :— 

In the light of much harmful and 
sporadic development in inter-war years 
there has Been a post-war tendency to 
forbid housing outside existing communi- 
ties. That tendency must be corrected. 


It never formed any essential part of 


planning policy. 

Not everyone wants to live in a com- 
munity. Some, and among them those 
who contribute most to civilising influ- 
ences, like to live in isolation. That is 
a personal decision, and it is not for 
planning authorities to interfere with it. 
If a man seeks to build an isolated house 
in the countryside it is clear that he is 
entitled to do so, so long as it does not 
affront the eye, absorb farmland, or 
create some other public mischief. He 
may have to accept lower standards of 
services, or to provide his own, but that 
is his concern. 


Some ‘rural planning authorities may 
sometimes have adopted too restrictive a 
policy. The presumption should always 
be in favour of granting applications for 
planning permission, unless there are 
grave reasons against it. If this were 
understood there would be fewer success- 
ful appeals to the Minister. 


Nor must it be thought that every suc- 
cessful application for isolated develop- 
ment forms a precedent for further con- 
sents. In this matter it does not follow 
that what Tom has Dick must have, too. 
The very substantial powers now pos- 
sessed by local planning authorities imply 
a responsibility scrupulously to avoid 
any appearance of interfering unduly with 
the right of the individual, subject to his 
obligations to his neighbours, to plan his 
own life. 


School Building. 

Mr. GEORGE TOMLINSON, Minister of 

Education, has announced that in the 

‘four months between June 1 last and 
October 1 new school places were being 
provided at the rate of 400 a day and a 
total of 36,500 new places had been 
brought into use. In this period 60 new 
school departments were provided, in- 
cluding 37 complete and 23 which could 
be occupied, although there was still 
some building work to be done. This 
meant that a new school department was 
being brought into use every 36 hours 
in the four-month period. 

Mr. Tomlinson added that those 
authorities which had made good pro- 
gress in the last couple of years in the 
preparatory stages of their building pro- 
grammes and in getting the actual work 
done on the site were now beginning to 
see valuable results in terms of new 
school accommodation. 


Economies in School Planning. 
SUNDERLAND EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 
which recently provisionally accepted a 
tender of £232,000 for a new modern 
mixed school at Hill View, has decided 
to rescind the matter and has authorised 
the preparation of new plans for the 
school involving certain economies. The 
architects are Messrs. W. and T. R. Mil- 
burn, 17, Fawcett-street, Sunderland. 


THE BUILDER 





December 2 1949 


U.N. BUILDING, NEW YORK CITY. Our illustration shows the 
progress made on the Secretariat Building. The site is at the junction of 


42nd Street and Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, on the East River. 


The 


design, prepared by an International Panel, is being erected under the 
direction of Mr. Wallace K. Harrison. 


Maintenance Scholarships in Architecture. 


THE ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUN- 
CIL OF THE UNITED KINGDOM announce 
that they are offering for award in June, 
1950, certain maintenance scholarships in 
architecture. The scholarships will con- 
sist of a grant for the payment of one- 
third of the school fees and, when neces- 
sary, a maintenance allowance. The 
scholarships will be renewable from year 
to year until the student has finished his 
or her school training. They will be 
available for students of British nation- 
ality who could not otherwise afford such 
training to enable them to attend archi- 
tectural schools approved by the Council. 
The scholarships will be available both 
for students who have already begun their 
training and for students wishing to be- 
gin their training. Scholarships will not 
be granted to students who will be less 
than 17 years of age on October 1 of the 
year in which the examination is taken. 
Particulars and forms of application may 
be obtained from :—The Secretary to the 
Board of Architectural Education, Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom, 68, Portland-place, London, 
W.1. Copies of previous years’ examina- 
tion papers may be obtained on payment 


of 6d. The closing date for the receipt 
of applications, duly completed, is Janu- 
ary 31, 1950. 


Georgian Group Activities. 

THE Interim Report, 1949, of the 
Georgian Group, Just issued, besides 
giving a brief extract from Mr. Goodhart- 
Rendel’s address to the annual meeting on 
July 8, contains several notes on matters 
of current interest. There is a word of 
commendation for the Lists of Buildings 
of Special Architectural or Historic 
Interest which are still being compiled 
by the M.O.T.C.P., and thus giving prac- 
tical effect to the Group’s concern “ that 
Georgian buildings are not wantonly or 
inconsiderately destroyed in the mannet 
unfortunately common before the wat.’ 
Under the heading “ The Gower Com- 
mittee,” we are promised a report this 
month, which will ‘both emphasise 
the ‘need of giving proper care to our 
architectural heritage and indicate how 
the giving of such care is best secured. 
Another note records how a_ Georgian 
house in Essex, acquired by a chemist for 
his expanding business, was saved from 
needless mutilations and the architectural 
character of the building preserved, while 
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yet another records that the Executive 
Committee of the Group is being increas- 
ingly asked to advise in cases where 
planning consent is sought for building 
works which will materially affect the 
architectural character of a Georgian 
building. The report concludes with a full 
list of members. 


Design for Sioane-square Fountain. 

A DESIGN for a fountain in Sloane- 
square has been. prepared by Mr. 
Gilbert Ledward, R.A. It shows an 
eight-sided pool, with a stone surround, 
in the middle of which is a large bronze 
vase with the sjdes sculptured ia relief 
and splayed outwards at the top. The 
vase is surmounted by a nude female 
figure. Chelsea Borough Council are to 
inform the Royal Academy that they 
approve the design subject to further 
consideration being given to _ certain 
points raised by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission. 


Decentralisation from London. 


THE Ministry of Town. and Country 
Planning has issued a memorandum to 
all interested local planning and housing 
authorities setting out proposals for 
moving population and industry from the 
crowded areas of inner London. The 
memorandum lists eight new towns— 
Basildon, Bracknell, Crawley, Harlow, 
Hatfield, Hemel Hempstead, Stevenage 
and Welwyn Garden City — which are 
expected to take about a quarter of a 
million Londoners, and states that homes 
for many more will be provided in other 
reception towns such as Ashford (Kent), 
Aylesbury, Basingstoke, Billericay, Bletch- 
ley, Brentwood, Frimley and Camberley, 
Harpenden, Hertford, Letchworth, Read- 
ing. St. Albans, Slough, Thurrock. 
Witham and Woking. There may also 
be considerable expansion of Chelmsford 
and Newbury. 

The memorandum goes on to point out 
that apart from those on the waiting lists 
of local authorities the work that appli- 
cants can do will be taken into account 
in allocating the available houses in these 
areas. 


The Architecture of Transport. 


THE major exhibition for 1950 of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects will 
deal: with the subject of Transport. It 
will be opened at the Institute’s head- 
quarters early in June, just before the 
British Architects’ Conference. The exhi- 
bition will deal with all forms of trans- 
port—i.e., rail, road, air and sea—and 
examples will be drawn from abroad as 
well as from this country. 

On or about February 23, 1950, and 
for the whole of March, the Institute 
will show an exhibition of “ Danish 
Architecture of To-day.” This has been 
organised by the Akademisk Arkitekt- 
forening of Copenhagen. 


Newspaper’s Appeal Granted. 

THE MINISTER of Town and Country 
Planning has decided to allow London 
Express Newspapers, Ltd., to complete 
their building on the sites of 5-8, Shoe-lane 
and 21-23, St. Bride-street, and to extend 
it over the sites of 115-120, Fleet-street, 
15-20, St. Bride-street, 25-30, Poppins- 
court, and 1-7, Racquet-court. 

This decision, which follows an inquiry 
held by one of the Minister’s Inspectors, 
is given subject to the condition that the 
design of the elevation to Poppins-court, 
which will become one of the main eleva- 
tions of the new Ludgate-square, meets 
with the approval of the Common Council 
of the City of London, or, in the case of 
a dispute, the approval of the Minister. 

As so much of the work of printing and 
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publishing has to be done at night, the 
Minister decided that in this particular 
case the normal standard of daylighting 
could be relaxed. The decision to permit 
demolition of buildings in Racquet-court 
was influenced by consideration of their 
dangerous structural conditions and the 
fact that so much restoration would be 
necessary that they would largely lose 
their identity and thus their historic and 
architectural interest. 


L.C.C. School Schemes 


SCHOOL-BUILDING schemes estimated to 
cost £4,637,600 were the subject of a 
report submitted to the Education Com- 
mittee of the London County Council 
on December 7 by the general purposes 
sub-committee. The schemes, upon which 
work may begin next year, include the 
building of 23 new county primary 
schools and two new county secondary 
schools and war-damage repairs. There 
is no suggestion in the committee’s 
report that a particular method of con- 
struction should be used in the erection 
of any of the schools to minimise build- 
ing costs. 

Private architects are to be engaged 
to prepare plans in connection with the 
schemes. The rate at which the Minister 
of Education will sanction the building 
of these new schools may be determined 
by the progress made on the L.C.C.’s 
school-building projects during the next 
six months, states a L.C.C. official. 


The Little Theatre. 

WitTH the Gaiety Theatre about to come 
into use again, it is sad to see that the 
Little Theatre, not so far away. is fast 
being demolished. Originally designed by 
the Adams, this theatre was first of all 
the premises for Coutts Bank. It was 
converted into a theatre by Gertrude 
Kingston and opened in 1910. Its struc- 
tural sturdiness was well tested during the 
two wars, for it was damaged in both 
by bombing, but it is considered now to 
be beyond repair. To many of us there 
is always something particularly nostalgic 
about the death of a theatre. 

The histrionic art has a way of identify- 
ing itself with the past, which is, perhaps, 
one reason why so many people prefer 
theatres to be old and suitably traditional 
in design. The Little Theatre has both 
these qualities and many will régret the 
passing of this charming building. 


Colonial Development. 

AT a meeting of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors to be held on 
December 14, Brigadier Martin Hotine, 
C.M.G., C.B.E., F.R.LC.S., Director of 
Colonial Surveys, will give an address on 
“Survey for Colonial Development.” 

This is the first special meeting 
arranged for members of the new Land 
Surveying Division of the Institution 
which now includes many of the leading 
land surveyors in all parts of the world. 
The meeting is open to all members of 
the Institution and their guests. 

Brigadier Hotine’s paper will deal parti- 
cularly with surveys which have been 


put in hand under central arrangements. 


since the war, as necessary preliminaries 
to the many ambitious schemes now con- 
templated for the development of Colonial 
territories. An exhibition of maps and 
other material relating to these surveys 
will be staged at the Institution from 
December 12 to 21. 


Cwmbran Appointments. 

THE MINISTER of Town and Country 
Planning, Mr. Lewis Silkin, M.P., has 
appointed the following as members of 
Cwmbran New Town Development Cor- 
poration: Mr. F. H. Huxley Turner 


‘in Civil Engineering,” by 
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(chairman), Mr. F. E. Warbeck Howell 
(vice chairman) and Messrs. W. E. 
Brown, E. C. Hutchings, P. Jones, F. E. 
Price and W. G. Thomas. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. R. T. Watters, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.1.Struct.E., has resigned his position 
with the Timber Development Associa- 
tion to take up the appointment of Assist- 
ant Architect, Eastern Region, British 
Railways, at Kings Cross Station. 


Professional Announcement, 

LioneL H. Fewster AND PARTNERS, architects 
and surveyors, have removed their branch office 
from 6a, South-place, Worthing, to 6, Liverpool- 


terrace, Worihing. The telephone number, 
Worthing 6826, remains the same. 
COMING EVENTS 
Monday, December 12. 
MINISTRY OF Works.—Opening by Sir Percy 
Thomas, 0.B.E., past-president, R.I.B.A., of 
the Prestressed Concrete Exhibition. Mor- 


smith Garage, Frederick-street, Cardiff. 2.3 
p.m. (remaining open until December 17). 

Ministry oF WorxKs.—“ Prestressed Concrete 
i vy Mr. A. J. Harris, B.Sc. 
South Wales Institute of Engineers, Park-place, 
Cardiff. 6.15 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 13. 

R.I.B.A.—Architectural Science Board. “‘Heat- 
ing Research and House Design,” by Mr. 
Richard Eve, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. R.LB.A., 66, 
Port:and-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Hovusinc Centre Trust.—Sir_ Parker Morris on 
‘The Housing Work of Westminster City 
Council.” Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 

InstiTuTION oF (SaniTaRY EnGinerrs.—“ Im- 
provements in Systems of ‘ Combined ’ Sewer- 
age,” by Mr. R. C. Carter. Caxton Hall, West- 
minster.. 6.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, D per 14. 

Royat Society or Arts.—‘‘ The Sngtcatens of 
Reinforced Concrete,” by Mr. G. A. Maunsell, 
MIC.E. RS.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 
2.30 p.m. 

Roya InstiTuTION oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS.— 
“Survey for Colonial Development,” by Briga- 
dier Martin Hotine. C.M.G.. C.B.E., F.R.L-CS., 
Director of Colonial Surveys, 12, Great George- 
street, London, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
Surveyors.—‘ District Heating,” by Mr. Donald 
V. H. Smith. Caxton Ha‘l], Westminster. 6 p.m. 

(Ministry or Works.— Mechanisation_ of Small 
ya by Mr. J. F. Eden, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E. 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, London, W.1 6.30 p.m. 

Thursday, December 15. 

Town AND CouNtRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
“Practical Planning—a Demonstration,” by 
Mr. R. Nicholas, C.B.E., B.Sc. The Planning 
Centre, 28, King-street, Covent Garden, WC.2. 
6.15. p.m. 

Society or CuemtcaL Inpustry.—‘'The Rheo- 


logy of Building Materials,” by Mr. A. G. 
\ 6 p.m. 





Ward. 17, Knightsbridge, S.W.1. 
Friday, December 16. 
ARCHITECTURAL Association. — End-of-term 


dance. 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 9 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 


Saturday, December 8, 1849 | 

BATTERSEA PARK.—The Commissioners 
of Woods and Forests, in their report 
just issued, state that their proceedings 
for the acquisition of the property to 
form Battersea-park have been impeded 
by the want of funds, the delay being 
manifestly injurious to the interests of 
the Crown, and productive of frequent 
complaints from the owners of the 
property and other persons having 
interests affected by the formation of 
the intended park; that great loss and 
inconvenience are occasioned to them by 
the uncertainty that exists as to the 
period of settlement of their respective 
claims. The commissioners have 
borrowed 50,000/., and under a recent 
statute charges can be given for property 
purchased on the land revenues of the 
Crown, and up to the date of the report 
the commissioners had paid in money 
for property 23,197]. 10s. 3d. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS 
IN ITALY 


By REGINALD M. LESTER 
who has recently returned from review- 
ing the Reconstruction Programme in 
Italy, with the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association, at the invitation of the 
Italian Government. 


HE conclusion reached from a 
detailed investigation into Italy’s 
Reconstruction Programme is that the 
rebuilding in that country has proceeded 
more speedily than in Britain, but that 
the town planning is considerably more 
haphazard. There is no doubt that italy 
is as much underplanned as Britain is 
overplanned, which has resulted in both 
advantages and disadvantages, which will 
be summarised later in this article. 

The whole of the rehousing programme 
is by blocks of flats and there is no hous- 
ing estate development. The only houses 
being erected are private villas of the 
wealthier type, for which it appears con- 
sent may be obtained to build anywhere 
at any time. 


Housing in Milan and Rome. 


The greatest amount of rehousing has 
taken place in cities like Milan and 
Rome. In Milan, blocks of multi-storey 
flats have been going up at good speed, 
and a model experimental neighbour- 
hood is being developed where the latest 
ideas in planning are being carried out. 
Some of the most interesting buildings are 
known as Popular Flats, built by the 
Workers’ Dwelling Organisation of 
Milan. This is a kind of co-operative 
association which contributes 50 per cent. 
of the cost, the other 50 per cent. being 
contributed by the State. Big commer- 
cial firms pay in contributions to this 
workers’ organisation, and every em- 
ployee has a levy of 1 per cent. 
deducted from his weekly wages to give 
him a stake in the accommodation entitle- 
ment. In addition to this weekly levy, a 
rent of 4,000 lira (about £2 per anus) 
is charged for four-room flats in these 
blocks. This scheme is known as the 
Fanfani Reconstruction Plan. 

The Popular Flats in Martini-square, 
already built, comprise 1,628 rooms, with 
two flats per floor, of three rooms each. 
These are planned to accommodate 500 
_ families. All the flats are equipped with 

central heating, and there is one central 
heating chamber for eight blocks and a 
central constant hot-water system. An 
additional annual rent of 5,000 lira (about 
£2 10s.) is charged for these amenities. 
Construction is of reinforced concrete 
columns, with hollow bricks, and the 
external wall treatment is of sheets of 
small frosted glass cubes about 4-in. 
square, backed on ordinary paper and 
embedded in the cement. On every stair- 
case is a fire-escape equipment panel, and 
there are well-constructed wine cellars in 
the basement of every block. With such 
an abundance of material in the area, it 
has been possible to construct the main 
staircase of even the cheapest blocks in 
marble. 


Service Flats for Workers. 


Another development in Milan are 
blocks of single-room service flats for 
professional workers in the city. One 
14-storey block is just being completed, 
comprising 400 rooms, with central heat- 
ing plant in the cellar and reaching to a 
height of 150 feet. It is intended to 
reserve this block for male workers only, 
and immediately opposite has been built 
a seven-storey block for women workers, 
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Flats under construction at Milan. 


with a communal restaurant joining the 
two blocks. Every flat in these blocks is 
being fully furnished by the State with 
modern streamlined suites of quite a high 
standard. They will be let at a rent of 
11,000 lira per month (about £66 p.a.). 

In Rome it would not seem that the re- 
housing is on quite such a high level as 
that of Milan, and that the two extremes 
of luxury and poverty are made too 
obvious. In the most fashionable quarter, 
blocks of luxury flats have been built 
some of which are let at rentals ranging 
at an equivalent of £25—£50 a month, 
unfurnished, while others are let, 
furnished, at from £60—£100 a month. 
A few are sold outright at a price of 
5,000,000 lira (about £2,500). These luxury 
flats are built on one slope of a hillside, 
while on the other slope exist probably 
some of the worst living conditions in 
Europe, where people are living in caves 
cut into the hillside, without light, heating 
or sanitation. 

In other parts of the City and its out- 
skirts, people are living in dilapidated 
wooden shacks, with corrugated-tin roofs 
held down by loose bricks. 

The building of blocks of working-class 
flats, however, is going on apace. Eighteen 
blocks of 20 flats have been built; these 
are reserved for people who, during the 
war, were housed in barracks, schools, etc. 
The accommodation comprises two, three 
or four rooms, and the whole cost is paid 
by the State. Another group has been 
built by the Institute of Working Class 
Houses, which contributes 50 per cent. 
of the cost, the other 50 per cent. being 
paid by the State. 


Housing for Building Trainees. 


One interesting experiment is a com- 
bined training and housing scheme, where 


.an_ estate of three-storey flats has been 


built for housing trainees who have been 
brought in to live there for three months 
while being trained as building operatives. 
At the end of the three months the flats 
are handed over to the next group who 
come in for training. The construction of 
these dwellings is of a soft type of lime- 
stone (a form of volcanic substance which 
immediately hardens off as soon as built, 
making no reinforcement necessary). This 
material is laid in blocks about 6 in. by 
12 in., and the construction is very simple, 
one slab being laid on top of another al] 
the way through. 


Primitive Heating Arrangements. 


Heating arrangements seem very primi- 
tive for a city like Rome. None of the 
flats is supplied with any hot water, and 
only the luxury buildings have any central 
heating. The heating in all other dwellings 
cons:sts of stoves in the corners of the 
rooms, with the flues cut through the out- 
side walls. All heating is by wood fuel, 
which is very costly, equivalent to about 
£10 a ton, and all cooking is by charcoal. 
Both gas pressure and electric current, 
even in big cities, are too low to be avail- 
able for either heating or cooking. 

All tenants of the working-class flats 
have to sign an agreement on taking 
possession not to sublet, but once they 
are in occupation they immediately sublet 
quite openly, and no action is ever taken 
against them. This is naturally resulting 
in appalling overcrowding, which, in some 
of the blocks, is as much as 12 to a 
room. Here is to be seen, already, the 
beginning of new slums. 

The way in which regulations in Italy 
seem to be made only to be broken is 
met with everywhere, but an outstand- 
ing example encountered in Rome was 
where a site was laid out as allotments, 
given to selected citizens for a term of 
five years. Most of the allotment holders 
proceeded to build shacks on their plots, 
which they then sold to fellow citizens 
for homes. No action was taken by the 
Rome authorities to stop this practice. 

Some excellent blocks of flats have been 
put up by the Ministry of Public Works 
in Florence, comprising four to five 
rooms per flat. These are let, by the 
Government, to the Institute of Working 
Class Houses, which, in turn, let them 
to workers at very low rentals of about 
400 lira (about 4s.) per room, per month. 
Most of the villages on the old Gothic 
line were completely destroyed, and 
their rebuilding has barely commenced. 
In many of these villages whole families 
are living in masses of rubble piled up 
to make some sort of shelter. 


Rehousing at Cassino. 


In Cassino, the first rehousing plan 
could not be carried out because all the 
owners insisted that the former sites and 
existing foundations should be used on 
rebuilding. It was considered that the 
high cost of these sites and foundations 
would have restrained a fair develop- 
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ment of private initiative. The final 
solution was a compromise based on the 
highest attention being given to lines and 
sites belonging to the destroyed nucleus. 
Although there is all this delay in start- 
ing to rebuild Cassino, the famous mon- 
astery on Mount Cassino has already 
been partly rebuilt, and work is going 
on apace towards its completion. 

Rimini, the oldest town in Italy, had 
85 per cent. of its houses destroyed. The 
reconstruction plan has been preceded 
by a town plan, the main points of which 
are the dispiacement of the railway area, 
which at present cuts the town into two 
parts, and the planning of ringways to 
keep outside traffic far from the town. 

It would seem that the general recon- 
struction schemes for most of these badly 
damaged towns are based on the delimi- 
tation of the residential areas where the 
town is already spreading out spontan- 
eously. Agricultural zones and green 
areas must not be built upon. A great 
point is made in all the rebuilding 
schemes of retaining the historic charac- 
ter of every area, as far as possible, and 
of making use of war damage to alter the 
layout of streets. 

In Genoa, about 35 per cent. of the 
buildings were destroyed, but this city is 
now ahead of all other areas in Italy in its 
reconstruction, and the port, which was 
almost destroyed, now has 105 per cent. 
more turnover than in 1939. There is 
a somewhat paradoxical situation here. 
Genoa has a Communist Mayor and 
municipality, and they were particularly 
proud to point out that the whole of this 
successful rebuilding had been carried 
out by private enterprise! 


Some Curious Planning Features. 


There are some curious features in 
some of the town planning, one being 
that in certain towns every house down 
the main street is of a different colour 
and of a different height, for the purpose 
of distinguishing individual ownerships. 
This gives a somewhat bizarre skyline. 
Another strange point is that isolated 
houses of the wealthier type are often 
sandwiched in among slum property. In 
Naples, for example, the entrance to 
which presents as most depressing a 
picture of bad living conditions as one 
can imagine, there stands, here and there, 
in old dilapidated property, a brightly- 





THE BUILDER 


painted, imposing residence, thrown into 
sharp relief by the surrounding slums, 
and rubbing shoulder to shoulder with 
them. 

In spite of the considerable housing 
shortage, the greatest amount of rebuild- 
ing is going on in the direction of 
churches and other historical, municipal 
and Government buildings. The priority 
system is indeed strange. Restoration of 
these buildings takes first place; second 
priority is roads and bridges; and houses 
come third. Furthermore, the people 
generally seem to be quite agreeable to 
this policy. It is undoubtedly mainly due 
to the fact that the speedy restoration 
of historic buildings is considered neces- 
sary, because Italy relies so largely on her 
tourist trade for finance. 


High Building Costs. 


The satisfactory pace of Italy’s rebuild- 
ing is largely due to the abundance of 
manpower and the ample supply of 
building material within the respective 
areas. The only material that has to be 
imported is the heavier type of steel. The 
Government also acknowledges that they 
have only been able to maintain this 
higher speed by placing all the rebuilding 
with private contractors, which means 
that the whole of Italy, including all the 
State municipal blocks of dwellings, are 
by private enterprise. Also there is no 
knocking off on Saturday afternoons, as 
all building operatives work a full six-day 
week. The pay averages 300 lira per 
hour, (about 3/-), but some of the special- 
ised bricklayers are paid up to 400 lira. 

Building costs have risen tremendously 
since the war and are now a little more 
than double the figure at the end of 1945. 
The comparison, however, with pre-war 
costs is staggering, and taking the basic 
index of 100 at the end of 1938, it is 
now over 7,000. The market costs of 
the Italian house, of the average town 
type, have risen from 110 lira per cubic 
metre in 1938 to nearly 8,000 per cubic 
metre. Luxury buildings have risen from 
150 to 12,000, and even workers’ dwell- 
ings to as high as 6,000 from the low 
1938 figure of 80. In spite of these high 
costs, however, the market cost of a 
three-roomed dwelling, with kitchen, bath 
and usual offices, in a block of flats in 
an average large town, is our equivalent 
of about £1,000. To apply purchase prices 





Another view of the Milian flais under construction. 
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to flats may seem rather curious, but in 
many cases flats are sold outright instead 
of being let. 

The cost of housing decreases from 
north to south, the former being from 
20 to 25 per cent. higher. This is only 
to be expected, as the special distribution 
of Italy’s economy, with the industrial 
North and agricultural South, and its con- 
sequent variation in living standards, 
must react on building costs. But living 
conditions and living standards are a 
good deal better in Northern Italy, where 
employment is good, whereas the reverse 
is the case the further one proceeds 
south. In the extreme south of Italy there 
is very little employment, and a large 
proportion of the populace seem to live 
on their wits. 

In some of the big cities of considerable 
industrial development, such as Milan, 
Genoa and Naples, the major centres have 
gradually absorbed the smaller com- 
munes, which otherwise might have been 
free to develop local town planning 
associations. This has had the effect of 
suppressing these communes and incor- 
porating them in the chief administrative 
centre, but such development has not 
advanced the town planning schemes. 
The only planning Act of any note in 
Italy was the Town Planning Act of 
1942, but to what extent this is being 
applied and interpreted with any. firm 
administration seems doubtful. The 
purpose of the Act was to ensure the 
renovation and extension of building in 
residentia) areas, with special considera- 
tion to the preservation of historic monu- 
ments and to promote decentralisation 
and to check excessive migration from the 
rural areas to the cities. This move- 
ment of the rural population does not, 
however, seem to have been materially 
affected by the Act, as there is a con- 
tinuous trek from the rural areas of the 
Scuth to the industrial towns of the 
North, which, one gathers, is creating 
quite strong feeling between the Northern 
and Southern Italians, as the former 
resent this invasion. 


CHURCH REPAIRS 
Pilgrim Trust Report 

THE 18th annual report of the Pil- 

grim Trust which was recently pub- 
lished shows that during 1948 the Trust 
distributed grants amounting to £16,650 
for the preservation of ecclesiastical build- 
ings and £19,050 in respect of secular 
buildings. The report reveals that two 
more cathedrals—Chester and Bristol— 
have been helped in schemes of restora- 
tion, while York Minster has received a 
grant towards the reinstatement of its 
priceless ancient glass. 

An examination carried out by the Trust 
of appeals for repairs necessary to parish 
churches throughout the country has led 
the Trustees to draw certain conclusions, 
states the report. First, it is apparent 
that a situation already bad before the 
war has become sharply aggravated by the 
war and the economic consequences aris- 
ing from it. Secondly, it would seem 
that the problem of church repair has 
now reached such serious dimensions as 
to have passed far beyond the scope of 
any measures which the Church of Eng- 
land has as yet initiated to deal with 
it. Thirdly, it is evident that the 
Pilgrim Trustees, with the limited resour- 
ces at their disposal, could never hope to 
do more than contribute a small propor- 
tion of the sum of money required to put 
the buildings of the Church into a proper 
state of repair. 

The Trustees propose, therefore, to ask 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to summon 
a conference of all parties interested. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Extension to Medical Buildings, 
Edinburgh University 


(HE University of Edinburgh invite 
architects to submit designs in com- 
petition for an extension to the Medical 
Buildings to be erected on a site on the 
north side of George-square, Edinburgh. 
The University have appointed Mr. 
A. G. R. MacKenzie, A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
to act as assessor. The following pre- 
miums are offered: First, 1.000 gns.; 
second, 600 gns.; third, 300 gns. 
Designs should be addressed to the 
Secretary to the University, Old College, 
South Bridge, Edinburgh, 8, by Saturday, 
September 2, 1950. Questions must be 
addressed to the Secretary to the Univer- 
sity, on or before Saturday, February 18, 
1950. Conditions, etc., are obtainable 
from the Secretary to the University on 
payment of two guineas deposit. 
Following are extracts from the instruc- 
tions: —The University desires to extend 


the existing Medical Buildings in two 
Sstages:—Part I: To provide for the 
Departments of Anatomy, Physiology, 


and Pathology, the Medical Library, and 
the Administrative Offices of the Faculty 
of Medicine. Part IJ: For future exten- 
sion. 

The site available for the proposed 
extension lies between the existing Medical 


THE BUILDER 


Buildings and the north side of George- 
square, and for the purpose of the com- 
petition it may be treated as a cleared 
area. (See accompanying site plan.) 

The accommodation given under the 
heading Part I, together with any of that 
under Part II which it is found possib‘« 
to include, in particular Staff and Stu- 
dents’ Common Room accommodation, 
is to be placed on the Western area 
(hatched on the block plan) and the 
remainder of Part II on the Eastern area 
(edged with hatching) which will only 
become vacant as alternative accommoda- 
tion is found for that ia the existing 
buildings. 

The plan for the future development of 
the University, prepared by Dr. Charles 
Holden, envisages the rebuilding of the 
whole of George-square for University 
purposes, but the present project concerns 
only the north side, it being agreed by 
both the University and the Corporation 
of Edinburgh that the University will not 
seek the approval of any scheme contem- 
plating the alteration on the other sides 
of the Square, unless and until it is satis- 
fied that such a proposal is the only 
method by which a satisfactory scheme is 
possible. 

In view of the architectural and histori- 
cal interests of the Square, it is desirable 
that the new buildings should not be out 
of harmony in form, materials and scale 
with the remainder of the Square, whether 
that remainder is redesigned or not. 
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Due regard must be paid to the lighting 
of the existing Medical Buildings and 
Students’ Union Buildings which overlook 
the site. That of the Reid Music School 
Block may be disregarded and suggestions 
for rebuilding this block as a future 
extension of Part II may be shown on 
block plan. In the case of the Forestry 
Department building which is, at present, 
on the site of Part II, adjoining Part I, it 
may be assumed that it will be demolished 
before Part I is completed. 


All laboratories must have good natural 
lighting, but an unduly large area of glass 
to the south is to be deprecated. The 
buildings must be of fire-resisting con- 
struction and comply with the City of 
Edinburgh’s bye-laws. Competitors are 
advised to visit the site. 


The schedule of accommodation given 
with the instructions indicates the accom- 
modation which the University considers 
should be provided, but competitors are 
at liberty to make any modifications they 
may think fit, while carrying out the 
general spirit of the conditions and in- 
structions. It may be assumed, however. 
that compliance with the schedule, while 
not absolutely binding, will be a matter of 
first importance with the assessor, and it 
must be understood that any material 
departure from it should be justified by 
compensatory advantages to the buildings 
as a whole, having regard to their par- 
ticular purpose. 
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COMPETITION FOR EXTENSION TO MEDICAL BUILDINGS, EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY: Site plan. 
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DEBATE ON ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


SMALL informal conference of 
4% teachers from the area of the 
South-Eastern Society of Architects was 
recently held at the R.L.B.A. under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Stanley Livock, 
FR.I.B.A.. This followed from a sug- 
gestion made by Mr. Scott, principal of 
the Northern Polytechnic School of 
Architecture, at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion Short Course for Teachers, held at 
the Institute earlier in the year. 

Mr. FP. E. GREEN, of Brighton, opened 
the discussion on the questions of ‘“ When 
design should be introduced into an archi- 
tectural course” and “To what extent 
aching should be related to traditional 
work.” His view was that the cultivation 
of awareness of values and the acquisition 
of basic technique in drawing must come 
first and that design of buildings should 
not begin until after the second term. 
He stressed the point that the idea of 
design in general terms would be inherent 
in even the earliest work. Regarding 
traditional forms, he made the point that 
there exists to-day no clearly defined 
code or language of design, and that to 
hark back to work which had such a 
basis Was necessary if the student was 
to acquire a standard of values. He 
suggested that this could probably best 
be done through the study of construction 
in the early stages and through the 
medium of history, while design in- 
volving reference to any idiom so refined 
as that of the Renaissance might better 
wait until a fairly late stage when the 
student’s sensibilities were sharpened. 

Mr. BROWNRIGG, Of Guildford, and 
Mr. Bunce, of Hastings, both made a 
case for the design of building subjects 
at the outset, since, in this way, the stu- 
dent’s keenness was maintained and he 
became a willing party to the process 
of learning techniques for which he saw 
the necessity. Mr. RICHARDS, of Canter- 
bury, underlined the need to give an out- 
let to the creative urge quite early in 
training. 


Office Training and Practice. 


Mr. BROWNRIGG next spoke on the sub- 
ject of “ Office training and practical 
building experience.” He saw only 
small advantage in the latter if it im- 
plied the acquisition of craft technique, 
although he stressed that the general un- 
derstanding of processes was of value in 
dealing with work in progress. He 
valued, rather, well-conducted visits 
under supervision to building sites. Re- 
garding office experience, he was a strong 
advocate of a break in the course to per- 
mit one whole year to be spent in an 
office so that a job might be followed 
tight through. This, he argued, was 
preferable to the equiva'ent time made up 
of various short snatches. - 

Various speakers raised questions on 
this, among them, the way*in which the 
method tended to extend an already 
lengthy course; the possibility that stu- 
dents, once in their offices, would be 
diverted from full-time training, etc. 
Mr. GREEN spoke strongly in favour of 
concentration for five years upon the 
work in hand and the deferment of office 
work until the end of the course. Mr. 
Brown, of Kingston, on the other hand, 
maintained that a properly organised 
schoo] training ought to, and could, in- 
clude all that might be got from_ office 
work. He further suggested the division 
of students on the Swedish plan into 
those aspiring to be responsible archi- 
tects and those who wished only to be 
traughttmen and who might take a 
shorter training. Mr. SopEN, of 


Rochester, urged the necessity of students 
getting to appreciate contract conditions 
which play a large part in determining 
choice of design approach. He ad- 
vocated that all students should spend a 
day each week on a building site. 


Part-time Students. 

The next speaker, Mr. Goopcuit. 
of Rochester, dealt with the problem of 
Part-time students, particularly referring 
to the situation which arises in the 
provincial school where numbers do not 
permit the organisation possible in a 
polytechnic, but were relatively few. 
Added to this, they were widely various 
in kind of experience and requirement 
and were usually at many stages of pro- 
gress. On the organisational side there 
was the difficulty of providing both staff 
and accommodation without overlapping. 
The problem was at its most acute in 
relation to design wuen a student could 
receive only limited individual attention 
and was generally cut off from the stimu- 
lation of working competitively in a 
group and from the stimulus of back- 
ground activities. Mr. Portockx, of 
Rochester, spoke of the way the problem 
had been handled at Maidstone, where 
association with the building courses of 
a technical college had offered a solution 
to the problem of how to provide 
specialist lectures for the few. MR. ALLEN, 
of Rochester, said that a similar solution 
was to be found for lecture subjects by 
relegating those pertaining to the full- 
time course until the evening so that part- 
time students might benefit, but that this 
was a method not enjoyed by the full- 
timers who preferred day lectures. The 
CHAIRMAN suggested that more should be 
done to secure partial day release for 
office men who could thus join, to some 
extent. with the full-time students under 
normal conditions. 

Mr. Paine, of Canterbury, urged that 
the bulk of the work in the earliest 
period of training should be devoted to 
drawing and design and that sufficient 
time should be allowed to enable train- 
ing in technique of drawing to run 
parallel to work in design for which the 
student was eager, if inept. : 


Architecture in a School of Art. 

Perhaps the most lively discussion re- 
volved round the contribution made by 
the principal of the Kingston School of 
Art, Mr. REGINALD BRILL, who spoke, as 
a guest, on “The correlation of archi- 
tecture with the work of a school of art.” 
The layman, he said, had to endure the 
work of the architect, who seemed in- 
creasingly to approximate more to the 
technician engineer than to the artist. 
Craftsmanship was dead and, although 
many flowers had been strewn upon its 
coffin with sighs for its demise, struc- 
ture as an ideal had taken its place. In 
consequence, the tendency in training was 
to be concerned ever incréasingly with 
technical studies, as, indeed, the previous 
discussion emphasised. He felt that if 
the creative urge was looked after and 
encouraged, ways and means and the 
necessary enthusiasm would be found for 
the cultivation of technique. The school 
of arf, he urged, in preference to the 
technical college, provided the ideal en- 
vironment in which all were concerned 
with vital creative work. But, even s0, 
the benefit could be enjoyed only if archi- 
tecture left its splendid isolation and shed 
a little of its solemn preoccupation with 
lofty affairs to contribute to, and share in, 
the general hum of activity. 

Following speakers welcomed the idea 
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BOW LANE, E.C. From a wood 
engraving by J. Hillier. 





in principle, but suggested that not all 
schools of art were so happily conducted 
as Kingston. Mr. BriLL said that the 
way to improvement lay with the staff 
themselves. Enlarging upon the idea of 
inter-departmental -collaboration, he en- 
visaged a state when the function of a 
principal might well become one of 
general business manager. Mr. POLTOCK 
suggested that a general pre-vocational 
art training common to all, including 
architects, might be a partial answer but 
Mr. BRILL rejected this as dangerously 
insufficient. He thought such training 
might be accounted enough and wanted 
rather to see a sharing of interests and a 
pooling of ideas at all stages and amongst 
staff and students alike. He disagreed 
violently with a suggestion by Mr. PAINE 
that other departments of schools of art 
were to-day less lively and catholic in 
their interests and activities than a pro- 
gressive school of architecture. Mr. 
JOSEPH ADDISON, M.C., H.M.L., entered 
a caveat in favour of the technical school 
and against artistic exclusiveness. The 
need for collaboration in this field was, 
he maintained, self-evident and the world 
tco small for any sectarianism. As for 
difficulties arising from time-tables, these 
were, after all, man-made, and quite often 
by those who complained most bitterly 
of their constricting effects. 
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The Use of Materials. 


The last speaker was Mr. Paine, of 
Canterbury, who gave a brief summary 
of some ways of dealing with the problem 
of training students to understand 
materials and how to use them. He 
pointed out that, however briljiant a de- 
sign might be, its existence and endurance 
and much of its character depended upon 
the materials used in its construction. At 
the same time, to train students in this 
vital matter was, perhaps, the hardest task 
of all. He explained how week-end 
studies relevant to current design pro- 
grammes; measured work which studied 
not merely form but material.and its use; 
field surveys related to the teaching of 
construction; and the organisation of sum- 
mer camps for the detailed study of work 
strongly marked by the character of 
materials could all contribute. There was 
a strong case also for the encouragement 
of drawing techniques which helped the 
student to be aware of the nature in 
terms of materials of what he proposed, 
although that required intent supervision 
lest he become erigrossed merely in 
pattern. Lastly, he stressed the need to 
face students with instances in use of 
the materials they knew only from cata- 
logues, and to cause them to study work 
not only as finished but in various phases 
of its after-life under the influence of 
weather, therma! change, site movement, 
etc. 

Mr. ApD:SCN inquired about laboratory 
work and to what extent this was con- 
sidered necessary. MR. PAINE said he 
deemed this to be basically part of teach- 
ing along with construction, specification, 
etc., and had intended to show how what 
was, despite all this, still only theoretical 
might be made alive in terms of every- 
day occurrence and design value. He 
said that the use of the laboratory was 
to enable the student to understand the 
fundamental criteria which underlay the 
use of materials and the physical struc- 
ture and properties of materials in de- 
tail which, together with other natural 

henomena, caused the reactions which 
it was the business of field study to ob- 
serve’ To know that H.O is water was 
to know nothing at all of water either as 
a menace or a pleasure or a visual part 
of design, while to know water in its 
everyday reality gave insufficient clue 
how to guard against its more insidious 
effects in building. Mr. RICHARDS 
stressed the point that it was not possible 
properly to discuss specifications without 
reference to scientific values. 

Mr. BaRLow and MR. SODEN em- 
phasised the absolute necessity of office 
experience, when materials became an 
ominous reality, and of the value of site 
observations. MR. SODEN again pressed 
the point that students should spend time 
regularly on building sites. 

In his summing up, the CHAIRMAN e€x- 
pressed the view that, brief though the 
conference had been, its value was un- 
deniable. Difficulties which vexed the 
mind of the individual had been aired 
by the general discussion and new lines 
of approach revealed He hoped that 
other meetinzs of a like kind would 
follow. 


A.A. Children’s Party. 

Tue annual Christmas party for A.A. 
members’ children (aged between three 
and 12) will be held this year at the A.A. 
on Tuesday, December 20, from 3.45 to 
6 p.m. : 

Eariy application to the Secretary 1s 
recommended, and names and ages of 
the children must be given. A small 
charge of 2s. 6d. will be made for each 
child. One parent of a child under 
seven will be welcome. . 
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SOUTH BANK CONCERT 
HALL PROGRESS 


An L.C.C. Report 


A PROGRESS report on the South 

- Bank development has been sub- 
mitted by the L.C.C. General Purposes 
Committee. In connection with the 
report Mr. Howard Roberts, clerk of the 
Council, states that December 31, 1950, 
is the date by which the building work 
on the concert hail on the South Bank 
was, and still is, expected to be completed. 
‘Lhe intervening period from December 
31, 1950, until May, 1951, is required for 
instaliing furnishings and acoustic tuning, 
which period has always been contem- 
plated as necessary. 

The Committee’s report states that the 
schedule of operations submitted with the 
tender has been modified as necessary in 
the light of the requirements of the con- 
sulting engineer and the architect, and to 
meet unforeseen difficulties, particularly 
during the early stages when a complex 
foundation problem was being dealt with. 
The chief difficulties have been: (1) the 
existence of unknown and excessively 
heavy foundations over much of the area; 
(2) the need for providing sheet piling 
alongside Hungerford Bridge so as to 
meet the requirements of British Rail- 
ways; (3) the need for providing sheet pil- 
ing on the river front, which was decided 
on by the contractor for the protection 
of his work; and (4) the additional excava- 
tion which has proved necessary below the 
level suggested by trial bores. Another, 
more intangible, difficulty peculiar to the 
early stages of the work has been that of 
welding together the requirements of a 
large number of specialists. 

Progress is kept closely under review by 
means of day-to-day reports and fort- 


nightly site meetings, and work is 
re-allocated as necessary at monthly 
policy-making meetings attended by 
the contractor, the consulting § en- 
gineer, the quantity surveyor and 
the architect. Except for the weather, 
the foundation stage of the work 


may be expected to be the most likely 
cause of unforeseen difficulties; and now 
that that stage is passed it may confidently 
be expected that the present schedule will 
be maintained. Special precautions are 
being taken to meet winter conditions. 

The emphasis so far has fallen mainly 
on civil engineering and building work, 
but other aspects of the construction, in- 
cluding fittings and furnishings, have 
been considered, and some are well 
advanced. 


Acoustics. 

The Council’s advisers have recently 
had the benefit of discussions with Dr. 
Richard Bolt, head of the Acoustics 
Laboratories of the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology and president of the 
Acoustical Society of America, and with 
Mr. F. Ingerslev, who advised on the con- 
struction of the Copenhagen broadcasting 
building. Dr. Bolt examined the plans 
and recommendations of the Council’s 
advisers in detail and has given them his 
full support. 

During these discussions, attention was 
drawn to the increased emphasis now laid 
both here and in the United States of 
America on the need for minimising 
background noise in a concert hall. Mea- 
surements have shown that there are much 
higher general noise levels in cities than 
had been thought; and expert advice 
would now be inclined to suggest for any 
city concert hall a higher degree of insula- 
tion against extraneous noise than has 
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been usual in the past. It is accordingly 
clear that, even if the Council’s cop. 
cert hall had not been near a railway, jt 
would still have been desirable to provik 
very nearly the standard of insulation noy 
proposed. 

Tests carried out by the Departmen 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, using 
a mobile laboratory in conjunction with ; 
test chamber erected near the railway vj. 
duct, have indicated that the method pro. 
posed for constructing the walls and door 
of the concert hall, and the construction 
of the hall itself, are likely to be com. 
pletely satisfactory. The tests indicated 
some possibilities of noise penetration by 
way of the roof, and the construction has 
been suitably modified. 


FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 
Selection of Exhibits 


[N view of the special nature of the 

exhibits to be shown in the 195j 
Festival of Britain, the Council of In. 
dustrial Design has decided to approach 
the problem of selection in four stages: 
_ (1) To survey. current industrial produc- 
tion and developments, in association 
with trade associations and representative 
industrial interests. 

(2) To compile, with the co-operation 
of manufacturers, a comprehensive illus. 
trated index of the best current industrial 
design. This index is known as the 195j 
Stock List. 

(3) To brief the designers of each 
section of the exhibitions (a) on the in- 
dustrial achievements which should be 
displayed and (b) on the individual ex- 
hibits which the designers should select 
to dress each section. 

(4) To appoint small industrial panels, 
which will include manufacturers or 
nominees of trade associations, to 
scrutinise the exhibits chosen by each 
designer and to approve them or reject 
them on grounds of bad design due to 
faulty manufacture or functional in- 
efficiency. 

This procedure recognises that, though 
the choice of an exhibit must properly 
rest with the designer of each part of the 
story, the congees himself must: (a) be 
made aware of the outstanding develop- 
ments which should be _ included by 
reference to the Industrial Survey; (b) be 
introduced to the best current products 
by reference to the 1951 Stock List; and 
(c) be protected from technical pitfalls by 
reference to the specialist knowledge of 
the industrial panels. 

It is intended that the Stock List shall 
be as comprehensive as possible, so that 
no product of a high standard of design 
shall be overlooked. But it is clear that 
in certain industries it is not physically 
possible to include all the individual 
items that would qualify. For such in 
dustries it will be possible to collect onl) 
a representative selection supported by 4 
list of firms manufacturing products of 
the same kind and quality, with an indi- 
cation of the range covered by each 
manufacturer. 


The Art Workers’ Guild. 

Mr. Leonard Walker, the stained-glass 
artist, is Master-Elect of the Ar 
Workers’ Guild for 1950. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. A. H. Nash, managing director 0! 
Hall, Beddall and Co., Ltd., Pitfield 
Wharf, Waterloo Bridge, has been elected 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Painter-Stainers for the ensuing year. 
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THE WINTER GARDENS CONCERT HALL, BOURNEMOUTH 
JOHN BURTON, A.R.LB.A., BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


HE building was erected in 1937 as 
an indoor bowling green, confer- 
ence and exhibition hall, and was used 
for these purposes until 1940, when it 
was requisitioned by the Air Ministry 
until July, 1946. About this time it 
was decided by the Bournemouth 
Council that their musical policy should 
be based on a Symphony Orchestra of 
70 members, and that the Winter 
Gardens should be converted for such 
use with suitable platform accommoda- 
tion for the orchestra, and provision 
also for choirs of up to 250 voices. 

To meet the requirements a new 
platform was constructed inside the 
main hall and was designed with a 
shaped front terminating at each end 
with a full circular flower box for floral 
decorations. The platform is of con- 
crete supported on brick walls and the 
floor is finished in teak. Behind the 
platform are nine tiers to accommodate 
choirs. The space under the platform 
and behind the new splayed wings at 
each side is utilised for the provision of 
B.B.C. control rooms, band - store, 
music store, switch room, musical 
director, soloists, male and _ female 
Orchestra) rooms, lavatories, etc. 
Adequate cloakroom and _ lavatory 
accommodation for the public is pro- 
vided on either side of the entrance 
foyer. 

The auditorium, capable of seating 
1,600, is finished with green upholstered 
tip-up seats with ample space between 
the rows, and the wide gangways are 
carpeted to allow quiet distribution of 
the audience. These adaptations were 
Started in December, 1946, and despite 


difficulties regarding 
materials were completed in October, 
1947. The acoustic properties of the 
auditorium were given very careful 
consideration with regard to both 
music and speech, and certain altera- 
tions were carried out to ensure satis- 
factory reverberatioms. These consisted 
of the provision of 10-ft. radius plaster 
coves at the junction of wall and ceiling 
at each end of the hall and a limited 





supplies of 


curtaining to reduce the 
echo effects. The resulting acoustic 
effects have proved excellent, giving 
full tonal quality in all parts of the hall 
for both solo and orchestral music with 
full audibility and clarity of speech. 

The general colour scheme is blush- 
stone walls and cream ceiling, the plat- 
form front and wings being treated as the 
walls with ornamental fillets picked out 
in apple-green, with skirting and cappings 


amount of 


View from balcony looking towards platform. 
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in black. The risers to the raised tiers a 
are painted two-tone splatter giving a ( B NEN | NA 
neutral fawn colour effect toning with TY \ 4 il cab 


the shaded pink splatter on the cove 
at the rear which shades imperceptibly 
into the cream ceiling. The colours 
used effectively prevent the impression 
of the platform obtruding into the hall 
and accentuate the colour emphasis 
provided by the coloured Borough 
Arms on each splayed flank and the : 
flower boxes. Natural lighting to the a TR ere, meee ree 
auditorium is obtained from two lay- 
lights running longitudinally in the 
ceiling and at night is provided from a 
number of small fittings set on the 
ceiling giving even distribution of light 
over the hall. Special consideration has Tae 
been given to the lighting effects on the = 
platform, this being illuminated by Thy oe 
means of thirty 1,000 w. soft edged aoaxt i] Gs) | A 
beam spot lights with 10in. diameter 
prismatic lens plates reflectors and BALCONY r 2% 
hand-wheel operated worm — screw 
focusing mechanism. These lamps are 
concealed in the ceiling and are specially 
focused to produce an even distribution 
of light over the whole of the platform. ‘ 
For solo purposes a concentration of 1 iia i a 3 - 
light is provided by two 2 kw. spot- = aco | 
lights concealed in the ceiling imme- [ 
diately in front of the platform. 
Heating is partially by low pressure 
hot water radiators, but the auditorium 
is heated by plenum system, this also 
acting for ventilation purposes in the Bean 4 


summer. y 
The total cost of the adaptations, Onsite: D 

excluding seating, amounted to £17,500, LS Fe we “ A “ A 
and were carried out to the design and 

under the supervision of Mr. John 

Burton, A.R.I.B.A., Borough Architect. 

The quantity surveyors were Messrs. W 
Dockerill and Croot, of Bournemouth. 
The general contractors were Messrs. H: 
James Drewitt and Son, Ltd., of p N r PA DRM é : 
Bournemouth, and the following were 
the main sub-contractors: Electric 
Lighting, Aish and Co., Ltd. ; concrete 
staging, Concrete, Ltd.; heating, 
Mumford, Bailey and Preston, Ltd. ; 
and sanitary goods, Kennedys (Bourne- 
mouth), Ltd. 
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View looking towards platform, with hall fully lit. 
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No. 22, Downing-street, Farnham. 


RECENT RECONSTRUCTION WORK 
AT FARNHAM, SURREY 


G. MAXWELL AYLWIN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


DP OWNING-STREET, Farnham, one of the oldest in the 
town, and the original highway to Waverley, was 
subject to yearly flooding from the River Wey, until the 
River Wey improvement scheme was put into effect some 
years before the war. Since then no further flooding has 
taken place and the status of the street has much advanced. 
No. 22, Downing-street is on the corner of Upper Church- 
lane, and was a small cottage of some antiquity, which was 
refaced in the second quarter of the last century. The slate 
roof was then added from the original ridge line and the 
facade raised to increase the upper accommodation. 
In reconditioning it was not possible to restore the old roof 





; . ; No. 22, Downing-street before 
line, owing to needs of accommodation, and the front wall reconstruction. 
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Farnham 


has, therefore, been raised to mask the slate 
roof, and the ground-floor windows raised to 
the first storey. The original doorway remains, 
and the bay shopfronts have been carried on 
in the same detail. 

Farnham Coffee House was built in about 
1840, somewhat in the Regency manner, and 
of the Greek Revival period. Whatever its 
original purpose, it has been since living memory 
a pair of shops, and prior to the reconstruction 
accommodated a fish shop and a small coffee 
house. It is now converted into one, as a high- 


Coffee House. 


class luncheon and tea room, retaining the name 
of its predecessor. It is to be regretted that the 
nice detail of the pierced parapet could not be 
to prohibitive cost. The 
ornament in the tympana of the arches is in 
fibrous plaster on a blue background in the 
Wedgwood manner. 


restored owing 


The contractors for the work at No. 22, 
Downing-street were Messrs. John Mills and 
Sons (Farnham), Ltd., and those for the Farn- 
ham Coffee House were Messrs. Mardon, 
Ball and Co., Ltd., also of Farnham. 











RECENT RECONSTRUCTION 
WORK AT FARNHAM, SURREY 


G. MAXWELL AYLWIN, 
F.R.L.B.A., ARCHITECT 








Farnham Coffee House before reconstruction. 
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The entrance front. 


HE building shown is an interesting adaptation 

of a second-hand Blister hangar as an Art 

and Crafts Room for Ardingly College. It was 
possible to provide a large floor space of some 
4,000 sq. ft. for the small cost of £2,300 (excluding 
the cost of an additional substructure occasioned 
by the steep fall of the site). The Blister hangar 
was designed for the Air Ministry during the war 
by Messrs. Norman and Dawbarn. This particular 
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hangar was purchased from Messrs. C. Miskin 
and Sons, of St. Albans, who reconditioned it and 
erected it on the substructure built by the general 
contractors, Messrs. E. H. Munnion, of Ardingly. 
The firms engaged as _ sub-contractors were: 
* Celotex ” lining, James Chandler (Lewes), Ltd., 
Lewes ; roof glazing, British Challenge Glazing 
Co., Stratford ; windows, Crittalls (Windows), Ltd. ; 
and gas heating, Haywards Heath District Gas Co. 





, ART ROOM FOR 
a ARDINGLY COLLEGE, 


ae adapted from a Blister 


Hangar 


ANDERSON, FORSTER AND 
WILCOX, FF.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 
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Above and below: Views in Arts and Crafts Room. 


“ROOM FOR ARDINGLY COLLEGE, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Surveyors and Registration 


To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 
Gik—It is with great interest that I 
have followed the correspondence in 
your columns regarding the vexed ques- 
jion of registration for surveyors. 
Speaking as an architect, I can share 
the feelings of many members of the 
R.LC.S. when they express the fear that 
registration would result in considerable 
dilution of the quality of their protes- 
sion which would undoubtedly ensue if 
the registration of all practising sur- 
yeyors, Of whatever branch claiming the 
title of surveyor, were to be admitted. 
Many chartered architects will bear me 
out when I say that there are some archi- 
tects on the Register whose practice quali- 
fications were, to say the least of it, in 
doubt, and whose professional qualifica- 
tions were non-existent, at the time when 
the Register was thrown open to all and 
sundry claiming access to it. Even with 
the most careful examination it was 
obviously impossible to consider every 
case individually, and in order not to de- 
prive any practising architect of a liveli- 
hood, the lm.ting qualifications for regis- 
tration could not be so severe as to cause 
rdship. 
lee will deny that there has been con- 
siderable dilution of the professional 
quality of the architectural profession, due 
to registration. It is difficult to say, how- 
ever, how th:s could have been avoided, 
with or without registration. Now that 
fresh admissions to the Register of Archi- 
tects are rigidly controlled, however, no 
person being admitted unless appropri- 
ately qualified by examination, it ts only 
a matter of time before the least quali- 
fed elements of the profession will dis- 
appear. A similar analogy can be drawn 
from the medical and dental professions 
which experienced parallel difficulties. The 
ultimate benefit professionally to both 
these profess.ons is obvious. | 
It is therefore most essential for my 
surveyor colleagues to keep the future 
quality of their profession constantly in 
mind. I think they must ultimately come 
to the conclusion that the advantages of 
registration, long-term though they may 
be, will eventuaily prove beneficial both 
to them and to their architectural 
brethren. 
FREDERICK H. BooTu, 
Isle of Wight County Architect. 
County Hall, 
Newport, I.o.W. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

IR.—Mr. W. W. Kerr (your issue for 
November 25) does not appear to me 

to be at all conversant with the knowledze 
which is necessary to make a competent 
valuer, which includes a knowledge of 
land surveying of, I believe, a more 
advanced type than is necessary to a quan- 
tity surveyor; in fact, the question arises 
in my mind whether the said knowledge 
is essential to a quantity surveyor, 
although it is to a certain extent essen- 
tial to a building surveyor but not neces- 
sarily to such an extent as it is to a 


valuer, assuming that by the term 
“valuer™ he means a valuer of landed 
estate. In addition, practically any 


knowledge relating to land and the struc- 
tures thereon is welcomed by the valuer 
as enhancing his proficiency in valuing. 
In particular, I refer to a practical 
acquaintance with structures which have 
en erected on various soils and situa- 
lions, e.g., clay, sand, etc., hills where 
slipping occurs, and the causes thereof, 
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etc., so that he can form an opinion of 
the seriousness of any settlements. In 
addition, he must have a knowledge of the 
cost and possibility of rectifying defects 
in any structure he is valuing. If he has 
also experience as an “ estate agent,” such 
experience is, in my opinion, essential to 
make a proficient valuer, because in his 
dealings with properties as an estate agent 
he acquires a practical knowledge of 
the actual market values of properties 
and also the actual cost of repair works. 

I quite agree that a “ house agent” is 
not necessarily a professional man, but 
a proficient “ estate agent,” even if by such 
a term we mean a manager of a private 
estate, might have to deal with matters 
including schedules of  dilapidations, 
specifications for repairs or alterations, 
the preparation of drawings or the check- 
ing thereof, etc. 

Land surveying is, I suppose, the basis 
of a surveyor’s profession and, therefore, 
it appears to me that because a knowledge 
of it is most essential to a valuer he 
is—excepting a land agent, to whom it is, 
1 believe. equally essential — in my 
opinion, the typical surveyor. 

Registration, in my opinion, would be 
inimical both to the public interest and 
the best spirit of professionalism, and | 
would prefer to observe a loosening of 
the protecting of professions rather than a 
tightening thereof. 

Has the registration of architects im- 
proved architecture? If so, I have failed 
to observe it. Personally, when I com- 
pare pre-registration architecture through- 
out the ages with post-registration archi- 
tecture, | am forced to the opinion that 
it was probably a very good thing that 
registration did not exist in the past! 

P. M. VINTER, 
ARKLCS. 
132, Kingston-road, 
Teddington. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


G/R.—The letter from Mr. Kerr in your 

issue of November 25, and Mr. 
Watson’s presidential address recorded in 
the preceding issue, must have been of 
extreme interest to all surveyors. The 
principle of registration, so sound and 
necessary. warrants thorough investiga- 
tion as to practicability. 

The simple way, perhaps, would be for 
official registration to attach to members 
of the R.I.C.S. or other recognised Asso- 
ciation, who are in independent or part- 
nership practice; but the point immedi- 
ately arises that there are many hundreds 
(thousands, even) practising surveyors 
who. are not academically qualified but 
who yet in many cases have had a life- 
time of experience. 

The aim of the R.I.C.S., as the Presi- 
dent stated, is the education of younz 
entrants to secure that they are academi- 
cally equipped to practise; but surely 
registration should apply only to prac- 
tising surveyors either holding an aca- 
demic degree or with the perhaps better 
qualification of long and successful inde- 
pendent practice? 

THos. V. HUTCHINS. 

22, Oakley-square, N.W.1. 


Labour Constants as the Basis for 
Incentive Schemes 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


1R,—The last sentence of your lead- 
ing article in The Builder of Novem- 

ber 18 rings a bell—* We need not two 
sides but one team.” A month earlier 1 
felt inclined to take you up on a sentence 
in your leading article—* The whip is 
necessary as well as the carrot” (The 
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Builder, October 14). Out of its con- 
text it does not seem to be in sympathy 
with the team spirit. 1 did not write 
then, but 1 feel | must do so now lest 
there be others who may have had 
qualms as 1 did then. 

On the first reading of the article the 
offending sentence sticks so far out that 
it asks to be removed from its context, 
and I fell for the temptation to remove 
it.* The thought which lies behind the 
words is perhaps not an unpopular one 
in some quarters, but I am sure that 
the solution of our present problems can 
only come from its elimination. A state- 
ment which I think could be accepted by 
all could be that if we are to have real 
productivity we must have carrots or, 
failing them, whips. Our present trouble 
is that we have neither. It is often held 
by politicians and others that there 
could be no better carrot than the Social 
Services—the free “this” and the free 
“that.” But there is no one in this 
country who believes that these arise 
as the result of their own efforts for 
they enjoy them as of right, as they do 
even the weather, because they live in 
this country. 

Unfortunately for us all, the full em- 
bodiment of the team spirit is prevented 
by the survival of a degree of class 
hatred on both sides which sprang from 
the whips of bygone days. It would 
be of tremendous help if only _poli- 
ticians of all complexions would stop 
blowing on the embers. Incentives are 
the carrots, and if properly developed, 
with restraint on cupidity both of em- 
ployers and operatives, can obviate for 
ever even the thought of the desirability 
of whips. 

In this very vital matter of incentives, 
I have quite deliberately kept out of the 
arguments ever since the beginning of 
the two-year period. I have done this 
because, having fought hard for a very 
long time before that to force the pace 
and get employers to face up to the 
situation, there had grown up an unfor- 
tunate connection in the minds of the 
antagonists between incentives and 
“ Burgess’s half-baked ideas,” by which 
was meant “Operation ‘ X’,” which you 
were good enough to publish in The 
Builder in November, 1946. Most 
schemes in operation to-day seem to me 
+ be anemic offsprings of “ Operation 


In formulating the details of “ Opera- 
tion ‘X’” I postulated two conditions 
which I felt, and still feel, to be 
essential to the harmony in the team: 
(a) that whichever contractor did the job, 
the target for the operatives would be 
the same: (b) that all calculations could 
be vouched by independent authority. 

The first requirement must, of course, 
be a fixed target. popularly called “the 
national (or regional) yardstick.” If you 
want to raise real heat amongst employers 
all you have to do is to suggest a national 
yardstick. If you don't immediately 
apologise but instead ask the cause of the 
trouble, you get the following answers: 

1. Impossible! Every inb is different! 

2. It would do away with private enter- 
prise. 





*Mr. Burgess must resist temptation! The 
sentence quoted was taken from the following: 
“Many employers of labour hold the view that 
increased wages alone are not sufficient to 
secure greater output and that it is only when 
there is 3 to 5 per cent. unemployment that 
there is a-sufficient urge on the workpeople o 
give their best in order to keep their jobs. 
The whip is needed as well as the carrot. We 
neither support nor condemn this view. We 
believe, however, that the whole policy of the 
assured weekly wage packe: for 100 per cent. 
of the working -population, regardless of out- 
put, must be re-examinee at once.’”"—Eprror. 
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3. It would make it possible for direct- 
labour schemes to operate bonusing. 

4. A fixed target should not be set 
whilst economics are all haywire, and so 
on. 
Number 1 answer is bunkum, but un- 
fortunately it has been repeated so many 
times that many people now believe it. 
The whole truth is that although every 
job considered as a whole is different, it 
is made up of individual parts which can 
be sufficiently covered by standard des- 
criptions in bills of quantities to enable 
estimators to build up their tenders with 
the belief in their correctness. If you 
were to ask an estimator what time allow- 
ance he would make for, say, rendering 
on grooved flettons on a ground floor, 
he would give you his figure and would 
not first ask if it was to be in Bermondsey 
or Bristol, or what kind of roof the 
building had. 

The second objection always intrigues 
me; when you ask “why,” the reaction 
varies considerably. Sometimes the ob- 
jector will shuffle his feet and start a tirade 
about people trying to regiment him. 
Others, on the other hand, say: “ Do you 
realise what this would mean? We should 
have a book of constants for labour for 
all the different items, and this would 
enable every Tom, Dick and Harry to 
use it for putting in prices even though 
he had no previous experience. What use 
would our experience that we have 
bought at considerable expense through 
the years be to us then?” 

My answer here is that the advantage 
to all of us of getting people to put in 
proper prices instead of silly ones would 
far outweigh the disadvantages of the 
risk of having more people putting in 
prices. Our troubles in tendering are not 
due to the people who put in proper 
prices but to the ignorant or unscrupulous 
who put in ridiculous ones. The advan- 
tage of experience in the industry will 
still count in the proper economic organi- 
sation of the work itself. 

In reply to the third objection, one can 
remark that although there is at present 
no national yardstick it has not prevented 
direct-labour schemes using bonusing. 

In the fourth objection, you are getting 
to grips with some employers’ thoughts. 
These are that if only there is competition 
and targets are based on the labour com- 
ponent of the tendered prices (as is, I fear, 
usual at present), then the reduction will 
result in the hardening of the target for 
the operatives’ bonus. This is euphem- 
istically called “the full play of eco- 
nomics.” It was precisely this “full play 
of economics” that beat the piecework 
tates down to sweated-labour rates and 
brought the class-hatred and division of 
loyalties in its train. 

It seems to me that at this time there is 
a danger that incentives—the only way by 
which this country can increase produc- 
tivity and get on its feet again—may be 
killed by both employers and operatives 
putting their selfish and immediate 
interests before all else. What will it 
avail either if they win control of a 
derelict industry? 

I have come out again to fight not for 
any particular scheme but for the principle 
of “Fair do’s” which is the only basis 
upon which all sides can properly be 
welded into one team. 

D. C. BuRGEss. 

18a, Mansfield-street, W.1. 


Incentives : Lack of Aim ? 


To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
IR,—I read your correspondents’ let- 
ters on the topic of Incentives with 
some surprise. I see “ labour costing and 
control,” “cost control” and what not 
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cropping up in all I have read to date. 
Of course, all these items and several 
more not mentioned are the basis of any 
scheme and placed in their right order 
spell ‘ Incentive.” 

I am staggered to think that the build- 
ing industry has been unable to sort out 
a workable scheme to promote production. 

At the recent L.M.B.A. debate the 
speakers on the subject of incentives 
entirely missed the point; all seemed to 
be searching for some system, deep and 
difficult, when in fact it is hanging right 
in front of us. My own experience in 
incentives covers a period of some fifteen 
years, and takes in the whole sphere of 
jobbing, building and civil engineering 
construction. The same procedure applies 
in each case. During the period to which 
I have referred the greatest opposition 
met to any scheme was not from the 
Operatives but mainly from the manage- 
ment, and now management is flounder- 
ing about looking for something that is 
now part of the general organisation in 
a number of firms. 

What I find is mainly a lack of 
a definite chief aim, of imagina- 
tion, enthusiasm, accurate thought, con- 
centration of effort and ability to profit 
by mistakes. When these points are 
understood, “incentives” will follow as 
a natural effect. 

A BUILDER. 
Richmond. 


What is a Ladder ? 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

{R,—When is a ladder not a ladder? 

According to H.M. Factory Inspector, 
the answer is when it is made of wood. 
At least, so it seems from a recent inter- 
pretation of Regulation 7 (3) of the 
Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) 
Regulations, 1948. Although it is a com- 
mon practice in the industry to paint lad- 
ders as the best means of preserving them 
against all weathers, and although no 
mention can be found anywhere in the 
Factories Act or the Building Regula- 
tions, prohibiting the painting of ladders, 
once a painted ladder is placed against 
a scaffold it is apparently a breach of 
the law. 

The basis for this is the Regulation 7 
(3) referred to above, which simply states: 
“Timber used for scaffolds shall be of 
suitable quality, be in good condition, 
have the bark completely stripped off, 
and not be painted or treated in any way 
so_that defects cannot easily be seen.” 

This seems to me to be a very arbitrary 
ruling and I should be interested to learn 
whether any other of your readers have 
views on the matter. 

CoNTRACTOR. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


++ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2 Cash should 
accompany the order. 


SELLING IN A BUYER’S MARKET. By H. 
oe Jude. (Danetre Publications.) Price 
Ss. 


ELEMENTS OF DRAWING. By J. A. 
Greene. (London: Winchester Publica- 
tions, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 


FINANCIAL CONTROL FOR THE SMALL 
MANUFACTURER. By Francis Simmonds, 


F.C.W.A. (London: Jordan and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 
SPONS’ ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ 


PocKET Price Book. 75th Ed. Edited 


by Davis, Belfield and Everest. 
(London: E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd.) 
Price 15s. 
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THE CRAFTS IN 
ARCHITECTURE 


Mr. L. Walker’s Talk to the 
Art Workers’ Guild 


IN a paper read to the Art Workers 
Guild on November 18, Mr. LEonagy 
WALKER, the stained-glass artist, sajg 
that if the architect preparing plans fg 
a building had due regard to the yp 
of glass, the task of the glass artist was 
made comparatively easy. “If handieg 
properly,” he said, “subject matter jp 
and coming through, the glass, like the 
art of marquetry, is decorative and cay 
take its place happily in a long waji 
without upsetting the latter’s lorgitude 
in the same way as lightsome musi 
between the acts of a play.” He aske 
the Guild to suppose that an intelligen 
man sees a masterpiece of architecture, 
and, overwhelmed by its perfection, gog 
home to ponder. He then suggested that 
this man’s train of thought would be that 
he had planned his life with the same 
end in view as the architect who planned 
his building, namely, that it would tum 
out to be a decent structure. “He is 
conscious,” said Mr. Walker, “that diver. 
sions, interludes and changes are neces 
sary —one mood for the drawing-room 
and a different one for the nursery.” 


Mr. Walker then suggested that he 
might turn for a moment to the master- 
pieces in drama, literature and music, 
and that there he would find the equiva- 
lent of the crafts in architecture, which 
would confirm to him that they; too, had 
their diversions and interludes, passing 
with subtle steps from grave to gay, 
He would then come to the conclusion 
that the crafts must indeed be _indis- 
pensable to a great building. Besides 
being a happy foil to its more stem 
features, they must assist the architect 
to present his work with graciousness 
and courtesy. 


“So the intelligent man concludes,” 
Mr. Walker went on, “that that wonder- 
ful building gives him a summary—a 
kind of material reflection of a man’s 
practical and esthetic activities with 
their differing characteristics; a host of 
notes brought together in one supreme 
chord.” 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
REPORT 
A Slight Fall in October. 


THE Housing Progress Summary pte 
sented to Parliament as a White Paper 
jointly by the Minister of Health and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, shows 
that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during October 
was 16,433, compared with 16,899 in 
September. This brings the number of 
permanent houses completed during the 
year to date to 163,699, made up as fol- 
lows: January, 15,897; February, 16,655; 
March, 20,160; April, 15,110; May, 16,866; 
June, 16,489; July, 14,634; August, 14,556; 
September, 16,899; October, 16,433. The 
total number of houses completed is 746,565 
(589,419 permanentand 157,146 temporary) 
During October, homes were provided by 
new building, repair of uninhabitable 
houses, conversion and requisitioning, for 
17,610 families, compared with 18,252 0 
September. This brings the total number 
of families rehoused by these metho 
under the post-war rogramme to 
1,042,539. Excluding requisitioned houses, 
the number of additional homes provi 
is 1,014,395. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
Students’ Vacation Reports 


ACCOUNTS by three students of their 

experiences during the summer 
yacation were given at a meeting of the 
Architectural Association held on 
November 30. One student visited North 
Africa, another Czechoslovakia, and the 
third attended an architectural congress 
in North Italy. 

Before these talks, Mr. A. R. F. 
ANDERSON, F.R.I.B.A. (Hon. Treasurer), 
in presenting the accounts, said that the 
ear under review had produced a higher 
credit balance (£7,705) than any previous 
year, almost entirely due to the high 
number of students in the school. It 
was inevitable that the number of 
students must be reduced over a period 
of years. The accounts were adopted. 


History of Leptis Magna 


Mr. IAN COLQUHOUN said that Leptis 
Magna, Sabratha and Oes were the three 
cities of ancient Tripolitania. Oes had 
become the modern Tripoli, but the 
other two cities had long been in ruins. 
Probably Leptis Magna was founded by 
Phoenicians from Carthage. 

He traced the history of the city that 
grew upon this site until the year a.p. 146, 
when Septimius Severus, afterwards 
Roman Emperor, was born there. At that 
time its population numbered about 
eighty thousand. Decline began about the 
third century a.D., chiefly due to sand 
encroachment. In process of time the 
top soil was destroyed, the sand moved 
forward and, by degrees, buried the city, 
while sand brought. down by the wadi 
silted up the harbour. 

Continuing his historical sketch, Mr. 
Colquhoun came to 1686, when a French- 
man, Claude Lemaire, made excavations 
at the site and sent back much material 
to Louis the Fourteenth. Lemaire was 
followed in 1765 by Bruce, an English- 
man, and another Frenchman, Delaporte, 
in 1806. Then the ruins were presented 
by the Bey of Tripoli to the Prince 
Regent of this country, and further 
excavations were undertaken. In 1817 
thirty-seven columns, some capitals and 
other fragments were shipped to 
England, and in 1827 these were erected 
at Virginia Water to represent a ruined 
temple, still standing largely in its original 
form. A procession of travellers and 
explorers, mainly English and German, 
followed each other to Leptis Magna 
through the century, while many of its 
outlying buildings were destroyed for the 
sake. of their materials when the intro- 
duction of the esparto grass trade caused 
the expansion of the neighbouring village 
of Homs. In 1910 an Italian archeo- 
logical mission visited the site, and ten 
years later excavation and restoration 
work was begun by the Italian Govern- 
ment, and continued until 1942. In 1943 
British Military Administration assumed 
Tesponsibility for the. site, since which 
time work had consisted almost entirely 
of documentation, survey and mainte- 
nance. 

Illustrating his remarks with lantern 
slides, Mr. Colquhoun said that Leptis 
was primarily a city of stone—a beautiful 
cteamy grey limestone, so hard that the 
mouldings were still as sharp as when 
they were cut. A coarse. rather shelly- 
brown limestone was also used. The 
use of the grey limestone continued from 
the time of Augustus to that of Hadrian, 
after which its use became more restric- 
ted. A noticeable feature of the masonry 
of this period was its size: e.g., the 


Claudian pavement of the old forum was 
composed of blocks about 40 in. square 
and averaging 13 in. deep. The marble 
used was imported from Italy, Greece 
and Asia Minor. Grey and red granite 
were imported from Egypt. In the third 
century the use of marble at Leptis was 
so widespread that it lost value and 
appeal. Columns, capitals, bases, walls, 
floors and steps were all of marble in 
various patterns and colours. There were 
traces of stucco mouldings and of painted 
stucco, and also of some mosaics. 


Planning of Czechoslovakia 


Mr. HuGH Morris followed, outlining 
the forms and ideas now current in 
Czechoslovakia as to physical and 
regional planning, and telling of some 
of the effects on building of the present 
political and economic situation there. 
The method adopted to solve their prob- 
lems was, he said, that of a completely 
planned economy. They had had a two- 


‘year plan for 1947-48, the object of 


which had been to make up for the 
economic losses of the war. 

This plan was now being followed by 
one for five years, the object of which 
was the development and conversion of 
the whole country. Its emphasis was 
on raising the standard of living primarily 
by raising the productivity of labour. 
It was intended to raise the national 
income by 48 per cent. by 1953 and the 
total industrial product by 57 per cent. 
Engineering was to be about doubled, 
iron and steel, mining and power, were 
to be increased by 50 per cent., and agri- 
culture by 16 per cent.; building was to 
be increased by 130 per cent. 

It was the Government’s object that 
everyone should be interested in the plan 
as a whole, and that each individual 
should be convinced that the task set 
to his factory, office or agricultural group 
was neither too easy nor too difficult. 

Czechoslovakia was now divided into 
19 regions, these being broken down into 
269 districts, which in turn were sub- 
divided into smaller administrative areas 
which might be called parishes. At each 
level, parish, district and region, there 
were planning authorities, while the 
Government was itself the national 
planning committee. The bulk of the 
planning work was done by what was 
called planning and counter planning. 
For this a preliminary draft was drawn 
up by the central planning office, and 
divided into regional plans which were 
sent out to the regions. Each regional 
committee modified the plan sent to it, 
and broke it up into targets for each 
district and major factory. The districts 
received these targets and broke them 
down into the ultimate units in which 
the work was to be carried out. 

In carrying out the plan the shortage 
of skilled technicians was a maior prob- 
lem: in the case of architects this short- 
age was so acute that for a time they 
had had to organise themselves into 
teams travelling round the country, and 
trving to cope with needs as thev arose. 
Now. as part of the nationalised sector 
of the building industrv. there was an 
organisation called Stavoproiekt for 
building design and research. There were 
now more architects, although in the 
71lin region. for examnle. with a popula- 
tion of 159.9N0N, where there were 150 
neovle working in the plan, only five 
were qualified architects. 


C.1L.A.M. Cengress 


Mr. ANDREW DERBYSHIRE described the 
seventh C.1.A.M. Congfess held this sum- 
mer in Bergamo, a middle sized town 
about 36 mies north-east of Milan. He 
said Bergamo was divided into an old 
town on the top of a steep hill and a. 
modern town of the plain. It was 
the old town that the Congress was held. 
The Congress had divided itself into six 
groups or commissions, each te study one 
contemporary aspect of the architectural 
problem, and to ge ges a staterient of 
the C.I.A.M. point of view on this aspect 
for discussion and modification by the 
general assembly, and subsequently for 
publication. . . 

The first group discussed the application 
of the Athens charter, which was the 
major C.1.A.M. statement of the principles 
of urban planning produced at the Con- 
gress of 1933. It had already had an 
important influence on the development 
of site design. The work of this first com- 
mission had been centred on an exhibition 
of city planning projects to which all the 
member countries had contributed, and 
which were presented within the scheme 
of grilles or grids by Le Corbusier at the 
last Congress at Bridgwater. ee 

This scheme was based on an analytical 
breakdown of the aspects and sequence 
of physical planning, in an attempt to 
develop a standard system of presenta- 
tion which would clarify the application 
of this many sided subject. In some 
cases this scheme had worked and in 
others it hac not, but it had im any case 
been the beginning of an important 
development in the democratic technique 
of large scale design. Apart from making 
a critique of the grilles in use, and of the 
schemes presented, this commission also 
considered such problems as the social 
establishment of town centres, the neces- 
sity of flexibility in city planning, the 
development and combination of different 
dwelling types and the best way of build- 
ing in long established towns, 

The second commission had worked on 
the relationship of the plasfic arts—archi- 
tecture, sculpture and paintin nd the 
necessity for a new synthesis between 
them. « Here, after much heated argument, 
it was decided that for the next Con- 
gress members should collect such ex- 
amples as they could find in their own 
countries in which some sort of rap- 
prochement had been achieved between 
architecture and the other visual arts. 

Other commissions dealt with the indus- 
trialisation of building technique, 
problem of legislation for good city plan 
ning and the social implications of ¢on- 
temporary architecture. The sixth cont 
mission was on the reform of architee- 
tural education. It had about 15 mem- 
bers from the United States, Italy, Swifzer- 
land, Belgium, Austria, Holland, Norway 
and England. The report. it produced 
outlined a philosophical approach to the 
education of the architect, and wert on 
to recommend certain essential points in 
school training such as practical work.on 
the site, office and factory, the necessity 
for the teaching staff to be practising 
architects, group designing among sfuderits 
in the school and with those of other 
faculties, and the necessity for studying 
the history of architecture not in isola- 
tion frum the rest of the curriculum: But 
in direct relationship with the immediate 
problems of design. ? 

Contemplating the Congress as a’ whole, 
Mr. Derbyshire said the C.1.A.M. had 
once moré established its value'as a:meet- 
ing ground where a:chitects from all parts 


of the world could establish their. 
mon aims and renew their ‘aang to 
ne Fi a new architecture in @ Hew 
world. w me 
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THE BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


A Retrospect 


"PHE largest, and by all accounts the 
most, successful, Building Exhibition 
of the, long series is over, and now that 
the, last course of brickwork and the final 
heap of debris have been removed from 
tke floors of Olympia the time may be 
opportune to.record some comments and 
impressiogs. 

-.In -the first place, the Exhibition, in 
presenting a highly representative selection 

_ of'-building plant, materials and com- 
ponents for inspection by architects, sur- 
veyors and building technicians, achieved 
its:main object beyond question. There 
were more .firms represented than ever 
before and the number -of new products 
and improved -modifications of old ones 
left the building technician with no 
alternative but.to spend not one day at 
Olympia but several. 

‘ These two factors gave rise to one of 
the principal criticisms which may be 
levelled at the 1949 Building Exhibition. 
The gangways between the stands in both 
the main halls and the galleries were too 
narrow to accommodate comfortably the 
large numbers of visitors, particularly in 
the evenings and on the two Saturdays. 
It'is no argument to say that ordinary 
members of the public were responsible 
for this overcrowding and that those pro- 
fessionally or industrially interested had 
ample time to examine the exhibits at 
their leisure during the day. Orders 
placed by the lay visitors reached a sub- 
stantial total before the Exhibition closed. 
’ The designs of some of the stands this 
year were of exceptional quality and 
generally the standard was higher than 
hitherto; but there seemed to be still room 
for improvement, particularly so in the 
case of some of the smaller exhibits in 
the galleries. It is not enough to con- 
Struct some form of counter and heap an 
afray of products behind it; several ex- 
hibitors seemed to think it was. Nor can 
it be said that the general quality of the 
lettering was of a high order. A little 


more care for dignity and less slap-happy 





THE BUILDER 


showmanship would have produced a 
more desirable effect. 

From the viewpoint of national 
economy the Exhibition excelled itself. 
Many firms received substantial orders 
from representatives of overseas countries 
within a few hours of the opening cere- 
mony, while the objective inquiries made 
throughout the fortnight will doubtless 
produce their full effects before the year is 
out. If the Exhibition proved anything, 
however, it was that we in this country 
do not yet realise that we must sell the 
goods we make. There were genuine re- 
ports of bad salesmanship, us in the case 
of an overseas buyer who was informed 
by a stand assistant that export orders 
could only be dealt with by the provincial 
office. Of what use is that to a man 
leaving the country the next day? In 
another instance an overseas buyer in- 
quired about the prospects of placing an 
order for 25 miles of water piping. He 
was told the firm might be able to start on 
the work in nine months’ time, but there 
could be no guarantee. It didn’t occur 
to the people on the stand that the order 
might have been secured if the buyer had 
been told that a start could be made in 
three months and the delivery rate 
stepped up subsequently. Nobody wants 
25 miles of water piping in a single day. 

This sort of thing did not of course 
happen at every stand, but unfortunate 
experiences of this kind soon have their 
effect on the buyer whose job it is to get 
the materials and plant his country or his 
firm wants. If he cannot get them, he 
goes to a country where he can. 

This has happened. Perhaps the 
greatest technical advances in building 
plant in recent years have been made in 
the design of our woodworking 
machinery. These machines have been 
praised by Mr. E. Eggenschwiler, a lead- 
ing furniture manufacturer in Switzer- 
land; but he made no secret of the fact 
that he had waited in vain for 21 months 
for an order he had placed to be met. 
Eventually he was forced to buy in 
another country offering immediate de- 
livery. 

These are some of the lessons to be 
learned from the Building Exhibition, 
1949. Let us see to it that they are 
thoroughly mastered before 1951. 


The ‘stand of the Lafarge 
Aluminous Cement Co., Ltd., 
was one of the notable features 
of the Building Exhibition. 
Designed by James Holland, 
F.S.LA., and P. H. G. 
Chamberlin, A.R.I.B.A., the 
stand demonstrates the possi- 
bilities of prestressed concrete 
construction. The consultant 
engineers were Messrs. C. W. 
Glover and Partners and the 
*: contractors Messrs. Holloway 
' Bros. (London), Ltd. When 
the Exhibition closed, . the 
London Demolition Co., Ltd., 
demolished the stand, using 
pneumatic compressors to cut 
across the width of the plat- 
form. Pneumatic compressors 
were also used to cut away the 
base of the pedestal, which was 
lowered before being broken 
into sections, and the base of 
the stand. 
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THE TECHNIQUE OF 
PLANNING 


Simple and Direct Schemes 


WHat he conceived to be the chief 
: principles of a town planning tech- 
nique suited to present-day conditions, 
were outlined by Mr. J. B. COLtins, 
F.R.LC.S., M.T.P.I., planning officer to 
Middlesex County Council, when he ad- 
dressed members of the Town and 
Country Planning Association on 
November 9. Following are extracts 
from Mr. Collins’s remarks :— 

The system of town planning, no 
matter how it be organised at present or 
in the future, must set itself out to gain 
general acceptance and public appre- 
ciation of its objects. In default of this, 
town planning can only be a “move- 
ment” patronised by an enlightened few 
and cannot be expected to achieve its 
objects. The development plan and the 
decisions of the planning authority have 
got to acquire a position in territorial 
affairs comparable to the position of 
“doctor’s orders” in personal affairs, 

In order to justify its claim to this 
general acceptance, town planning must 
restrict its field of interest, keep its 
schemes simple and direct and not pitch 
its claims too high. 

There is a clear necessity that the ob- 
jectives of town plans be clearly stated 
and recognised at each level. Town plan- 
ing objectives cannot be properly formu- 
lated until any political or economic 
stipulations which are to be made have 
been made; but once that has been done 
then town planning policy can be formu- 
lated, and this applies whether at Govern- 
ment level, county council level, county 
district level or even more locally. The 
Ministry in the Government, and the 
committee in the county council or the 
borough council, must be accorded a 
superiority in their own field, that is to 
say, throughout the control of territorial 
matters, and must not be rendered 
subordinate or inarticulate in any way. 
It is a corollary of this system that the 
planner at each level should confine 
himself strictly to his owm-interests and 
should delegate every liberty of action 
within the confines of his policy to the 
next authority below. 

Freedom to Plan. 

In addition to the necessity for free- 
dom from upset by superior decisions 
made without regard to town planning 
considerations, the planning authority 
must also be free from the compensation 
bogey. It must not be liable to pay com- 
pensation to landowners for refusing per- 
mission to unsuitable developments 
which the landowner may propose. _ This 
freedom from compensation liabilities is 
certainly provided by the present Act: 
but the technique has gone too far and 
the incentive to develop land has been 
severely impaired. 

The procedure of survey, report and 
‘plan enjoined by the 1947 Act 13s 
thoroughly sound. but the caution must 
be pronounced that the plan requires to 
be an original and creative document and 
not merely a programme automatically 
derived from the survey: A plan derives 
from a survey no more and no less than 
a budget derives from last years 
accounts. The survey. lays bare the 
status quo in all its details and from there 
the plan should start afresh and should 
take nothing but the inevitable for 
granted. i sails 

The system of quinquennial review 3 
also excellent. Planners have talk 
too much in the past about the desira- 
bility of flexible or elastic plans. I do 
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not like the idea of stretching a plan 
and leaving it in a state of tension. 
Rather should the plan be plastic and 
moulded to a new shape whenever proved 
necessary; and this is what the present 
technique makes possible. 

The limitation of the density of towns 
and the limitation of their intended size 
is crucial in town planning technique. 
Without these limitations it must be im- 
possible to plan public facilities scienti- 
fically. Therefore, the technique of 
density controls, both for residence, in- 
dustry and commerce, should be applied 
with the best precision obtainable. The 
methods at present available for this pur- 
pose in the case of residential develop- 
ment seem to me satisfactory and for 
industria! development quite promising. 
I think there is a good prospect of plan- 
ning effectively in those respects. It is 
in the realm of commercial development 
that 1 fear the control may -fail, and so 
long as in any conurbation it is possible 
by overcrowding in offices or shops to 
agpbe employment above the capacity 
or which houses have been planned, then 
the limitation of town densities and maxi- 
mum size will be ineffective. Therefore, 
I think that this subject should receive 
further intensive study. 


Qualitative Controls. 


The chief of the qualitative controls is 
what we call character zoning, the inte- 
gration of the different territorial func- 
tions to compose the town. We all know 
that there has been too much indiscrimi- 
nate mixing in the past, but there seems 
to be a risk of making zoning too 
dogmatic in the future. Sociological 
theories are abroad and there are dangers 
of dictating to the citizen how he shall 
live. Town planning must, in this field, 
be specially careful not to go beyond its 
province. It must provide the fabric 
within which the citizen can live happily, 
but should carefully refrain from pro- 
viding the recipe for living. In this field 
one should endeavour to give the public 
what they want and let the main effort 
be spent in educating them to want some- 
thing good. 

In regard to the control of architec- 
ture, layout and landscape, the technique 
of the town planner should carefully 
avoid dogmatism. When all is said and 
done the:e are matters of high art, and 
art cannot flourish under state control. 
What it requires is freedom and strong 
patronage. A town or country plan must 
control the pattern of development and 
by one means or another it must usually 
control the bulk of buildings. It may 
properly include definite proposals as to 
what massing of buildings at various 
points should be. But on the subject of 
architecture, and as much in the realms 
of layout and landscape, the develop- 
ing architect should be accorded his free- 
dom. I do not demur from the control 
and prevention of illiterate design: that 
is quite another thing. But the control 
of competent design should be exercised 
with quite a different brand of discretion 
from all other controls. Results should 
be achieved by negotiation, not by didac- 
tic control and never by dogmatism. I 
am even hesitant about the canon so 
often used by quite enlightened commit- 
tees that buildings should be in harmony 
with others—because harmony is an in- 
exact idea by which different people 
mean different things. If it means ad- 
herence to precisely the materials and 
style of neighbouring buildings I think 
the cases where this is justified, if it is 
against the wi!l of the architect instructed 
to do the work, are so few as to be 
negligible. Art requires freedom of ex- 
pression and every effort should be made 
to provide it. 
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PLANNING AND THE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


The Golden Age of the Forties 


A SURVEY of planning achievements 
and some remarks about its tenden- 
cies formed the basis of a paper entitled 
“Planning and the Landscape,” by Mr. 
G. A. JELLICOE, F.R.I.B.A., which was 
read to members of the Town Planning 
Institute on December 1. 

Mr. Jellicoe first referred to Sir Thomas 
More, who, he said, laid down certain 
planning regulations that were models of 
clarity and unsurpassed as sources of in- 
spiration for architects and landscape 
architects alike. We take the following 
extracts from Mr. Jellicoe’s subsequent 
remarks. 

The advantages in the theory of urban 
planning have in recent years been for- 
midable. The twenties and thirties were 
the formative years, and undoubtedly the 
forties have been the golden age. The 
sister art of country planning has been 
left far behind. It is, however, interest- 
ing to note that while the golden age of 
the planning of towns was heralded by 


the outbreak of war in September, 
1939 (and work on demolition, so 
to speak, commenced the following 


year), the golden age of country planning 
may well have been heralded by Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps in October, 1949, and the 
blitz itself begin in the autumn of 1950. 
Our capital and recurring raw materials 
lie in the country and may be called upon 
to the full in the coming decade. 

The early forties found the planners 
prepared. Under the stimulus of war 
and the initiative of such men as Lord 
Reith, a whole series of social and land- 
scape plans has emerged. The Forshaw 
and Abercrombie County of London 
Plan, rich in imagination, was published 
in 1943. In this plan and the Greater Lon- 
don Plan Sir Patrick Abercrombie drew 
upon the experience of a lifetime, and 
conceived a form of land design on a scale 
which is without parallel in history. 

Great plans have been published for 
the rebuilding of bombed cities, and for 
cities that have not been bombed but did 
not want to be left behind. Notable 
among these have been the series of 
Cathedral city plans prepared by Thomas 
Sharp, and so appreciative are these of 
the value of landscape that it is good to 
know that he is President of the Institute 
of Landscape Architects, and is there to 
guide its destinies during this year, its 
coming of age, and what may well be 
its period of destiny. Here, too, we should 
pay tribute to D. E. E. Gibson for his 
fine work at Coventry. 

Within the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, Professor Gordon 
Stephenson and his colleagues worked 
away quietly as pioneers on the theory of 
new towns and gradually evolved the 
plan of the first at Stevenage. The cul- 
mination of planning in the forties will, 
I think, be Frederick Gibberd’s design 
for Harlow, which has a quality that I 
have seen in no other modern plan. _ It is 
a work in itself, and has a direct relation 
with the work of such a contemporary 
painter as Ben Nicholson. 


A Time for Reflection. 


This is the last sessional part of this 
decade, and it is appropriate therefore 
that we should not only survey our achiev- 
ments but also pause awhile to reflect 
upon the tendencies of planning. The 
Minister has already drawn attention to 
the need for reality, but the glamour of 
the forties need not give place to the 
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gloom of the fifties. The great published 
plans represented the mood of the nation 
at the time, and not only that of the 
planner. The trend of urban planning 
does, however, seem to be on a Clear 
course. 

An immediate preoccupation in town 
planning is undoubtedly with what lies 
within the urban fence, and what lies 
without; and indeed what is the physical 
nature of the fence itself. It is probable 
that market gardening, orchards, and 
allotments will combine with playing 
fields to fill the green spaces between the - 
neighbourhoods and it is certain that 
local authorities in the interest of main- 
tenance will restrict small parcels of pub- 
lic open spaces to the minimum. 
these areas I hope a haven will be pro- 
vided for all those individuals who would 
normally live in the country but who 
have been inevitably chivvied into the 
urban fence. How rich and beautiful 
such a landscape can be is suggested by 
the works of Stanley Spencer, for whom 
it had a peculiar fascination. 

The Abercrombie and Nickson plan for 
Warwick is the latest study of the urban 
fence. The new fence has been thrown 
round what might be described as ex- 
crescences, and the shape has been simpli- 
fied. There is definition between the 
urban interior and the country surround- 
ing, and there are the beginnings of a 
perimeter r®ad curving round the north 
east. In the Hemel Hempstead Plan of 
1947 the urban fence was wholly deline- 
ated by a perimeter road; no one ap- 
proved of this, and I sometimes wish there 
was a Classification of “ multiple purpose ” 
roads, in cases where “through” and 
“local” traffic together justified such a 
one-sided road, but separately did not. 

But if and when there is this intensive 
agriculture within the sphere of the city, 
then it may cause the claustrophobia 
which the green lungs were intended to 
overcome. Then I think there may be 
one of those pleasurable outbursts that 
occasionally happen in English history, 
when the planners are thrown over 
(unless they have sensed the emotion} 
and the heart of the city torn open as 
it were by accident by the phenomenon 
and attraction of a powerful adjoining 
landscape. 

Here I would like to submit that when 
the geometry of a city is broken as if 
by accident, the cause of the accident 
must satisfy the intellect that it is suffi- 
cient to stop and divert the fierce 
simplification of gthe engineer. The 
preservation for As own sake of the 
original character of a little stream, for 
instance, is not to me nearly so convinc- 
ing or splendid as when the stream 
gives the impression that it had stopped 
the activities of man; a stream, for 
instance, that is liable to flood. On a 
grand scale, one calls to mind London 
and the wasteful winding Thames. Edin- 
burgh and its rocks, New York contained 
within its water boundary, and San 
Francisco laid out on a grid that is hope- 
lessly disrupted to the contours. All 
these cities have a magic of their own. 

I think that the theoretic area of pub- 
lic open space devoted solely to romantic 
landscape is likely to grow less. The con- 
fined central park of the nineteenth 
century and of the garden city has in 
recent years tended to give way to 
amenity strips and large areas of park- 
way dominated and sterilised by roads. 
I think there may be a concentration 
again towards an open space within the 
city, for this has limitless value as a 
social centre. I hope, however, that this: 
will not be wholly a gilded cage of land- 
scape, but either physically or subcon- 
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sciously a part of that wild world beyond 
the urban fence for which a small part 
of each one of us still biologically craves. 
A precise example of. such a plan is 
that prepared for Wellington in Shrop- 
shire in 1947. The phenomenon of the 
Arkell and the Wrekin is so formidable 
that it was inevitable that the idea of 
these hills should penetrate to the centre 
of the city, where there is to be a rest 
garden. This force had already been 
recognised by the location of the public 
park, and by the natural tendency of 
the population to stream out in! this 
direction on Sundays and holidays. 


The Issue of the Countryside. 

Every day we read of a clash in the 
use of the countryside, a clash between 
those interested in development and 
those interested in preservation. The 
tragedy of the forties has been that both 
parties have seemed to be in the right, 
and it has fallen to the uneasy lot of 
the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning to adjudicate between them. 
We all of course know the cause of 
this dilemma, the transformation of a 
leisurely rural and garden-like England 
that we have all come to love into a 
crowded backyard where every inch of 
ground must be made productive. 

The fact is that there are twice as 
many people in the British Isles as they 
can comfortably feed; and ghese same 
people are each using per head many 
times more timber, cement and gravel, 
more water, more power, and indeed 
more of everything than the natural 
resources of the country can comfortably 
provide. So we have had more inten- 
sively to exploit our recurring resources, 
and make a more vigorous attack also 
upon our capital resources. Hence come 
changes on all sides, symptoms of 
enforced production: conifer afforesta- 
tion, quarrying, open-cast-mining, reser- 
voirs, roads, power stations and so forth. 

It seems to me that these changes are 
symbolical of the greater change that 
has come over western civilisation during 
the last hundred and fifty years, a change 
that has culminated in the release of 
atomic energy. The physical surround- 
ings with which we have grown up, with 
which we are individually associated and 
which we have regarded us constants, are 
after all found to be subject to trans- 
formation by the mind of man. For 
centuries after Breughel painted his 
country scenes, the humanised landscape 
never changed because all the advances 
and improvements wefe those of the hand 
rather than the niind. Let us consider 
what transformations we must expect 
through the activities of this irresistible 
snind of ours: 

{i) The rationalisation of agriculture. 
This may mean more geometry in 
our landscape, but provided the 
sciences of ecology are understood 
this need not disturb us unduly. 
Owing to mining and quarrying 
the old immovable hills may 
disappear and reappear in new 
forms. We are accustomed to 
change of landscape in two dimen- 
sions, but not in three. The two 
studies that are urgently required 
here are firstly the re-use of so- 
called waste, and secondly the 
_... Te-use of worked-out ground. 
iii) The landscape will no longer be 

humanised, but subject to a 
diversification of scale that is 
beyond comprehension. _ Sir 
Kenneth Clark has drawn atten- 
tien to the significance of this 
aspect of the modern world in his 
book Landscape into Art, and has 
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detected a response to it from such 
painters as Graham Sutherland. 

The arts of landscape to reconcile an 
industry in a romantic countryside’ are 
obviously in their infancy and much can 
be done in the creation of a compromise 
scenery. But I am convinced that it is 
only a revolution in our attitude to land- 
scape that will solve our problem. 1 
feel that the great cycle of the romantic 
landscape is complete, and once more we 
are at the beginning when we should look 
upon our land as they looked upon the 
hard wood forests of the middle ages or 
indeed as a farmer looks upon his fields 
to-day. All physical matter, whether 
hill or plain, or river, or vegetation, is 
potentially a source of wealth to support 
the English civilisation and individual 
way of life. 

But we have also seen the dangers of 
over-rationalisation, and the need to give 
equal weight in our deliberations to the 
biological as well as the mechanical 
sciences. For this reason we must recog- 
nise that the romantic landscape is a 
necessary part of our being. There were 
sacred hills and groves of trees in pre- 
history (Paul Nash has shown the hold 
they still have upon a modern painter); 
and there need also to be great areas of 
landscape that are a playground of the 
mind. These areas are subject only to 
the laws of nature, and are sacrosanct 
against change or mechanical disturbance 
of any kind whatsoever, whether on, be- 
low or above the ground. 

In these ways we may find within our- 
selves a reconciliation with time, for the 
biological sciences are primarily concerned 
with a past extending more than a quarter 
of a million years; and the mechanical 
sciences with a future that could be even 
more extensive. 


Excursion into the Landscape of Ideas. 


The grandest conception of landscape 
in my view is that it is the projection of 
the human mind upon its environment, 
and we have recognised in the human 
mind the presence of both the rational 
and the irrational. The reflection into 
the landscape of these two elements has 
been a fascination for painters of all times. 

I confess that the relation of geometry 
and natural accidental phenomena has 
been a peculiar preoccupation. The vast 
layout of the L.C.I. Works on Tees-side 
is a logical layout of necessity, but its re- 
lation to the Cleveland Hills could well 
make this landscape one of the greatest 
of the modern world. A few miles south 
of here, on the other hand, there is tak- 
ing place a development where geometry 
must give way to natural landscape and 
the uncontrollable forces of nature. The 
Mulgrave Estate extends on the coast 
north of Whitby from Sandsend to Runs- 
wick Bay and it would be salutary and 
corrective if all planners in their advanc- 
ing years could experience as I have the 
pleasures of feeling oneself planned. 
Within this ten thousand acres, the park 
of which was designed by Humphry 
Repton and described by him as the 
second most romantic in England, are in 
my opinion stored all those elements of 
the recent and remote past that man 
would be wise not to ignore, and with 
which he should occasionally find con- 
tact. ; 

Both the central area of the new town 
at Hemel. Hempstead and the Church 
Hill Memorial Landscape at Walsall were 
based on the principle of painting a dis- 
tinction between geometry and informal- 
ity. In the plan for Lusaka, the capital of 
Northern Rhodesia. the present predo- 
minance of straight lines over natural 
phenomena is excessive, and undoubtedly 
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the drawing into the scheme of the neigh- 
bouring hilly town of Chilanga, 11 miles 
off, will do much to provide compensa- 
tion. 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion which followed, Dr. 
THoMas Suarp, president of the Institute 
of Landscape Architects, said he was 
speaking rather as a landscape architect 
than a planner on this occasion. . Mem- 
bers of the Institute of Landscape Archi- 
tects were conscious of the need for under- 
standing matters which were dealt with 
in the Town Planning Institute. He 
regarded planning, architecture and land- 
scape architecture as the great creative 
trinity of the arts dealing with our 
physical environment. Surveyors, geo- 
graphers, engineers and others engaged in 
planning had an essential function to 
fulfil but he thought it was the planner 
as designer, the landscape architect and 
the architect who were the essential crea- 
tors of beauty and order in the places 
where mankind lived. 

As president of the Institute of Land- 
scape Architects he was particularly glad 
to see the Town Planning Institute claim- 
ing an understanding of the problems of 
the landscape architect. He was, how- 
ever, rather bothered by Mr. Jellicoe’s 
reference to Harlow as being in direct 
relationship to contemporary pictures like 
those of Ben Nicholson. He wanted to 
know what special virtue there was in 
a town plan representing a painting. 

Mr. J. W. J. ADAMS (immediate past 
president of the Town Planning Institute) 
said he was a little shaken in his mind 
about the question of the scale of the 
human being in the new phenomenal 
landscape. He could not help thinking 
of Edinburgh Castle and the rock on 
which it stands as a very good example of 
the phenomenal landscape—a _ large 
natural feature not made with human 
hands and the building on the top in re- 
lationship with the creation of nature. 

Planners would in future need a really 
intelligent grasp of the principles and 
larger issues of landscape architecture 
which Mr. Jellicoe had put before the 
Institute that evening. To carry out these 
principles could not be done by sets of 
rules or by-laws or model clauses and it 
was going to require a very intelligent 
man or woman to make the decisions in 
relation to the use of land and the design 
of communities. That was going to be a 
difficult problem and the solution would 
not be quite so easy as appeared at first 
sight. : 

Mr. MARSHALL (Coventry) pointed out 
that in Brazil the landscape architects had 
got together with the architects and were 
producing a new landscape. In Sweden, 
too, one really did see the urban landscape 
developed. 

In England we found the problem of 
cost and maintenance a serious one. We 
must really get down to figures of cost 
and the question of who was going to 
pay for the maintenance. When you 
looked at the plan for Harlow you would 
notice that it was full of open spaces. 
These open spaces would need mainte- 
nance, which would face a community of 
60,000 people with a heavy burden. He 
thought the new towns could be more 
tightly planned and were not really big 
enough to be disintegrated as was being 
done. 

With regard to the next ten years, Mr. 
Marshall suggested the setting up of some 
regional councils with more power in 
planning. The landscape architect would 
have to take his place right at the top of 
those councils. 
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BUILDING CUTS 
** Do Not Exaggerate Them ” 


Me. CHARLES KEY, Minister of 
Works, spoke about the reduction 
in capital investment expenditure and its 
effect on the building and civil engineer- 
ing industries at the annual luncheon of 
the Federation of Associations of Special- 
jsts and Sub-Contractors at Grosvenor 
House, London, on December 1. 

Mr. Key said that the Government had 
decided to reduce its own expenditure 
and to restrict capital investment ex- 

nditure in order to create conditions 
in which exports could be increased and 
to avoid an inflationary situation. Capital 
investment, both Government and private, 
was now running at the rate of £2,100 
millions a year, and it had been decided 
to reduce that amount by £140 millions. 
The result of that reduction would be a 
rate only a little below the £2,000 millions 
achieved during 1948. Building and civil 
engineering work accounted for about 
half of the total of £2,100 millions 
investment, and between £80 and £90 
millions of the £140 millions reduction 
would, it was estimated, fall on building 
and civil engineering work. 

In planning this adjustment of the 
investment programme, the Minister 
continued, care was taken to avoid 
serious dislocation or waste of resources. 
There was no intention to stop work in 
progress, but to arrange for a gradual 
reduction in the rate of investment to 
bring it to about 8 per cent. below the 
present level. The effect of this reduc- 
tion in activity, he said, should not be 
over-emphasised. 

Mr. Key declared that the need for 
efficiency was now greater than ever. In 
this respect all parties had a contribution 
to make: the architect at the planning 
stage who was in a position to incor- 
porate in his designs the results of 
research; the contractor who could help 
through improved site organisation and 
management and the adoption of modern 
costing systems; and the operative 
through higher productivity. The value 
of incentive schemes, the Minister went 
on, had clearly been shown by the results 
of a recent survey made by his Ministry 
which showed that on sites where incen- 
tive schemes had been adopted there had 
been a marked increase in productivity. 
Mr. Key said that he could not empha- 
sise too strongly: the value of this method 
of increasing output. He was impressed 
by the improvement already made and 
by the signs of an increasing concern 
with problems of productivity. 

The Minister said also that he hoped 
that no one would make the reduction 
in the building programme an_ excuse 
for failing to undertake their obligation 
to train apprentices. He saw no adequate 
reason for any slowing-up in this respect. 
Even after the rate of investment had 
been brought down to the new rate, 
building activity would still be running 
at over 90 per cent. of the present level. 
There would still be a very substantial 
volume of work to be done which should 
provide ample scope for the training of 
apprentices. A recent inquiry into the 
apprenticeship position showed that the 
total number of apprentices in all build- 
ing crafts was below the figure necessary 
to maintain the skilled force. The total 
intake during the year ended August last 
was, however, very encouraging, but, un- 
fortunately, was very unevenly spread 
over the crafts: recruitment was poor for 
bricklaying. plastering and masonry, but 
yery satisfactory for plumbing and 
carpentry. He had no doubt that 


THE BUILDER 


measures would be devised to correct the. 
unbalance in the rate of recruitment 
among the crafts. The present temporary 
setback should not deter employers from 
engaging and training apprentices in 
sufficient numbers to maintain the 
industry’s force of skilled craftsmen 

The Minister ended by saying that the 
fight for greater productivity and pros- 
perity would not be easy, but he .was 
confident that united effort would ensure 
success. 

Mr. Key was replying to the toast of 
“ H.M. Government,” proposed by Mr. 
W. R. Cowen, president of the Federa- 
tion, who was in the chair. Referring, 
in his address, to the nomination of sub- 
contractors, Mr. Cowen declared: “It 
must, we think, be open to az: architect 
to say with regard to certain parts of 
the work which demand particular skill, 
that he requires the services of a given 
firm. It is no part of our case, but 
rather the reverse, to deprecate com- 
petition to secure the nomination. There 
may be exceptional cases—and we leave 
it to the architects’ professional organisa- 
tions to define them—where an architect 
does not consider competition would be 
useful; but, generally, we think it useful 
that an architect should invite competitive 
tenders from among which he should 
select one for nomination; we concede, 
as a matter of course, that the competi- 
tion should be open to the participation 
of any firm whether primarily a specialist 
or not, always provided that such a firm 
puts in its tender at the same time as 
the other competitors and not sub- 
sequently.” 


SCOTTISH HOUSING 
ECONOMIES 


Measures to Lower Costs 


DETAILS of the way the housing cuts 
will be effected in Scotland are given 
in a circular which has just been sent to 
local authorities by the Department of 
Health. In view of Scotland’s clamant 
housing need, states the circular, it is 
hoped to secure the necessary savings 
without reducing the number of houses 
to be built by local authorities for letting. 
The circular (D.H.S. Circular No. 
103/1949) states:— 

(1) Following on the Prime Minister’s 
recent statement in the House of Com- 
mons on the present national economic 
situation, the Secretary of State desires 
to give local authorities specific details 
about the measures which he has decided 
must inevitably be taken to secure an 
early reduction of housing expenditure in 
Scotland. 

(2) In view of Scotland’s clamant 
housing needs, Mr. Woodburn is most 
anxious that there should be no reduction 
in the number of houses to be built by 
local authorities for letting purposes. In 
these circumstances he has decided that 
the necessary savings should be secured 
(a) partly by the building of a larger 
proportion of houses of three apartments 
Or less, (b) partly by certain building 
economies which can be effected without 
detriment to the maintenance of proper 
standards of construction and accommo- 
dation, and (c) partly by a reduction in 
the number of licences issued to private 
persons for the building of new houses. 

(3) Local authorities have already 
been invited in D.H.S. Circular No. 
100/1949 to include a higher proportion 
of three-apartment houses in their hous- 
ing schemes. In coming to this decision 
the Secretary of State had regard to the 
strong representations made by local 
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authorities themselves that. there is an 
urgent need for more houses of this size 
to meet the demands of the smaller fami- 
lies on their waiting lists, As already 
intimated, therefore, up to 50 per cent 
of the houses in any particular scheme 
may be of three apartments or less, and 
the remainder of four or more apartments. 
The number of houses of less than three 
apartments should, however, be relatively 
small and the local authority will be 
expected to certify that they will be occu- 
pied only by old couples or by single 
persons. 

(4) In addition to the reduction in 
capital expenditure to be obtained from 
the building cf an increased proportion 
of three-apartment houses, the Secretary 
of State must ask local authorities to 
effect a saving of at least £50 a house by 
the adoption of acceptable building eco- 
nomies. The economies which are appro- 
priate to a particular scheme must be 
determined by the local authority in the 
light of local circumstances and require- 
ments. So long as no reduction in 
approved standards of construction and 
accommodation is involved, the Secretary 
of State is anxious that local authorities 
should have the maximum freedom to 
select whatever economies appear to them 
to be most appropriate. He suggests, 
however, that in addition to any of their 
own choice, local authorities may suit- 
ably select some or all of the following 
economies which have been recommended 
or supported at various times in reports 
submitted to him by different Com- 
mittees:— 

(a) the inclusion in new schemes of 
an increased proportion of flats and 
terraced houses. These types are not 
only considerably cheaper than de- 
tached or semi-detached cottages, but 
add variety to layouts and offer oppor- 


tunities for attractive architectural 
treatment; ; 
(b) The reduction of the normal 


ceiling height from 8 ft. 6 in. to 8 ft. 
At present the normal height is 

8 ft. 6 in., except in the upper storey of 
cottages, where it is 8 ft. The 8-ft. 
ceiling has already been incorporated 
uniformly in many of the non-tradi- 
tional houses built in Scotland since the 
war. It has advantages on architectural 
grounds and is accepted by medical 
opinion as having no d’sadvantages 
from the point of view of health; 

(c) The omission of fireplaces in 
bedrooms and the substitution of gas 
or electric points for appliances to be 
installed by tenants; 

_(d)_ the reduction of the minimum 
size of the third bedroom of four-apart- 
ment houses from 110 sq. ft. to 90 sq. ft. 
This reduction is appropriate only 
where a single-person bedroom is re- 
quired to enable a family to be accom- 
modated on the standard laid down in 
D.H.S. Circular No. 149/ 1944. 


(5) It is no less important at this time 
to avoid additions to the specification of 
houses which, though desirable in them- 
selves, are not absolutely essential. The 
Secretary of State accordingly asks local 
authorit.es in the meantime not to in- 
clude in their schemes such additional 
amenities as out-houses (except where 
required in rural areas), screen walls, spe- 
cial external finishes, expensive garden 
paths and edgings, etc. Add.tional items 
of equipment such as refrigerators, im- 
mersion heaters and expensive sanitary 
fittings should also be avoided for the 
present. 

_ (6) The saving to be effected by reduc- 
ing the number of building licences for 
the erection of new houses by private per- 
sons will be secured by limiting the appro- 
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val of licences in the main to those 
cases where the houses are to be occu- 
pied by agricultural workers, miners and 
key workers in industry. This means that 
the relaxations made during the past year 
in favour of other classes must tem- 
porarily be withdrawn. 

(7) The Secretary of State considers 
that the building industry themselves 
might reasonably be expected to make a 
contribution towards the reduction of 
housing expenditure and he has had dis- 
cussions with representatives of the em- 
ployers and operatives on this matter. In 
particular, he is satisfied that waste, and 
therefore needless expense, can be 
avoided by better organisation between 
trade and trade engaged on housing work 
and by the co-ordination of progress on 
each scheme as a related whole. He 
therefore suggests that local authorities 
should consider, in conjunction with their 
contractors, whether everything possible 
is being done by way of proper program- 
ming and progressing arrangements to 
secure the efficient organisation of work 
on the sites. He particularly commends 
to the attention of local authorities a 
pamphlet issued by the Ministry of Works 
on “Progress Charts for Housing Con- 
tracts,” which suggests methods for 
advance planning of the constructional 
timetable and for ensuring that this 
advance programme  is_ continually 
checked against actual progress. 

(8) You are requested to submit 
this circular for consideration at an early 
meeting of the Council and thereafter 
inform the Department of the result. In 
particular, the Department would be glad 
to receive information as soon as possible 
as to:— 


(a) the extent to which the local 
authority proposes to take advantage 
of the concession now intimated with 
regard to the proportion of three-apart- 
ment houses in different schemes; 

(b) how they propose to save at 
least £50 per house in addition, i.e., by 
what economies; and 

(c) whether it is possible without 
delaying the starting of houses to give 
effect to these changes in schemes 
already approved. 


On this last point the Secretary of State 
is anxious to secure the reduction in ex- 
penditure at the earliest possible moment. 
The proposed economies should therefore 
be given effect to in new schemes and 
in schemes already approved if this can 
be done without postponing the phased 
starting of the houses. 


FRESH OBSFACLES TO 
PRIVATE BUILDING 


Mr. Norman Longley’s Speech 


Mr. NorMAN LONGLEY, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, speaking at the annual dinner 
of the Southampton Association of Build- 
ing Trades Employers at the Polygon 
Hotel, Southampton, on December 2, said 
that the announcement by Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan that the present ban on private 
enterprise building was to continue until 
February 1 and that the odds against the 
building of private houses would then be 
lengthened from 4—1 to 9—1, would be 
received with disappointment by those 
with an acknowledged housing need who 
wished to live in a new house of their 
own, by those who knew that Government 
expenditure had to be reduced, and by the 
private enterprise builder who, before the 
war, was building three houses for sale, 
or letting, to every one built by local 
authorities. 
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Because of its application area by area, 
the 4—1 ratio had never worked fully, 
said Mr. Longley, and past experience 
showed that the ratio from February 1 
was more likely to be in the neighbour- 
hood of 20—1. Unfortunately many 
local authorities were as unmindful as 
Mr. Bevan of the need for retrenchment 
in Government and municipal expendi- 
ture, and as ready as he was to show 
political discrimination against. would-be 
owner-occupiers, who, though they might 
carry rolled umbrellas, were the back- 
bone of the country. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Private Building Licences 


ON December 1 Mr. SWINGLER asked 
the Minister of Health whether he 
was now in a position to make a state- 
ment on the erection of houses under 
licence. 

Mr. BEVAN said the issue of licences 
had been suspended for the time being 
pending further directions as to the re- 
stricted volume of private house building 
licences which could be authorised under 
present circumstances. He had now de- 
cided that local authorities would be given 
a discretion to resume the issue of 
licences and to issue them up to a maxi- 
mum of one-tenth of the further alloca- 
tion of houses made to them by the prin- 
cipal regional officers of his Department. 
The new arrangements would operate as 
from February 1, 1950. The principal 
regional officer would communicate with 
each local authority who should await this 
communication from him. The Govern- 
ment would permit the erection of houses 
for letting for purposes approved by the 
local authority and at rents approved by 
them. Special consideration would, 
therefore, be given by his _ principal 
regional officers to any applications made 
to them by a local authority for approval, 
within the limits of their allocation, to 
exceed the proportion of houses which 
could be authorised to be built under 
licence. 


War Damaged Sites. 


On November 29, in the House of 
Lords, during the second reading of the 
War Damaged Sites Bill, Lorp HAWKE 
said that this Bill had been introduced 
to tidy up London for visitors, but he 
doubted whether they would want it to be 
tidied up. Visitors would want to see 
historic bomb holes, and if they found 
the area about St. Paul’s a vast rock gar- 
den they might be disillusioned. Every 
one wanted to see a live, up-and-coming, 
virile London and the only way to give 
that impression was to cover these holes 
with foundations for buildings. It was a 
disgrace that ‘they had not made an 
attempt to get down to rebuilding in the 
places where buildings could be erected. 
Not only had nothing been done, but here 
was a Bill being introduced which led 
one to believe that for another five years, 
and five years beyond that, there would be 
no building on these sites. Such action 
expose ihe country to charges of grave 
ineptitude. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Houses for the Forces. 


On November 29, in the House of 
Commons, Mr. A. HENDERSON, Secretary 
of State for Air, moved the second read- 
ing of the Armed Forces (Housing Loans) 
Bill. This, he said, was a special and 
temporary measure with the object of put- 
ting the provision of capital for Services 
housing more on the basis of the finances 
of housing generally except where—as in 
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outlying or overseas stations—Serviceg 
housing was a separate defence need from 
the ordinary housing needs of the nation, 
Houses to be built for officers and other 
ranks were subject to the Treasury 
approval and the only types so far 
approved were within the limits of size 
that were adopted for houses by locaj 
authorities. The Services estimated that 
they needed another 30,000 new per. 
manent houses before their urgent needs 
could be met, and it was hoped to provide 
these at the annual average rate of 5,000, 
It had been agreed that money should be 
advanced by loans only for Services hous. 
ing likely to be of value for general 
housing purposes in the event of the 
accommodation no longer being required 
for Service purposes. It would be seen 
from the figures he had given that the 
number of new houses necessary to make 
a vast improvement in the married- 
quarter position was extremely small in 
relation to the country’s housing pro- 
gramme as a whole. 
The Bill was read a second time. 


Festival of Britain. 


During the Committee stage of the Fes- 
tival of Britain (Supplementary Provi- 
sions) Bill, on November 29, MR. Barnes, 
the Minister of Transport, dealing with 
the nature of the proposed amusements 
to be provided in Battersea Park and the 
membership of the Festival Company, 
said that the Company would have 15 
members, including Sir Henry French 
(chairman), Lord Aberconway (represent- 
ing the Royal Horticultural Society), Sir 
Charles Cochrane, Lord Latham, three 
representatives of the London County 
Council, two representatives of the 
National Amusement Council, and four 
representatives of the Festival of Britain 
office. Such a list represented a substan- 
tial guarantee that the amusement park 
would be conducted on a sensible basis. 
The total acreage to be used for the Fes- 
tival was 37 acres, and approximately 
only seven acres would be devoted to 
what could be described as amusement 
purposes. 

The Bill passed through its remaining 
stages. 


Building Society Deposits. 

On November 29 Mr. OSBORNE asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer how 
much was invested in July, 1945, in the 
Post Office Savings Bank, in Building 
Society deposits and in Trustee Savings 
Banks and National Savings Certificates 
respectively; and approximately how many 
separate accounts were in each item. 

SiR STAFFORD CRIPPS said that the 
figures were as follows:— 


Total Investment July, 1945, 


Amount No. o, 
£m. Accounts.* 
Post Office Savings Bank ... 1,642 19,880,000 
Building Society Deposits 
(excluding share capital) 152 750,000 
Trustee Savings Banks . 579 4,150,000 
National Savings Certificates 1,816 17,500,000 


*Number of live accounts except for Building 
Societies where the number of depositors is shown. 


All the figures were approximate. 


Wallpaper Supplies, 


On December 1, Mr. JoHN EDWARDS, 
replying to Mr. Platts-Mills, said that the 
Board of Trade had no evidence that 
builders’ merchants who were customers 
of Wallpaper Manufacturers, Ltd., for 
wallpaper were in any sense prohibited 
from buying ceiling papers from other 
firms; nor had they evidence that the 
prices charged by other firms for ceiling 
papers were generally lower than those 
of the Wallpaper Manufacturers, Ltd, 


‘group. 
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LABOUR'S POLICY 
FOR HOUSING 


YHE first of a series of three talks 
to be given to the Housing Centre 

on the housing policies of the Conserva- 
tive, Labour and Liberal Parties was de- 
livered on October 25 by Mr. R. W. G. 
Mackay, Labour member for North-West 


Hull. 

Mackay began by saying that 
housing was largely a4 non-party matter, 
and proceeded to suggest that it was at 
once a European, a world and a dollar 
problem. It was not primarily a war 
problem, although it had been accentu- 
ated by the war. The housing problems 
which to-day confronted Great Britain 
were to be found all over the world. 
Even Senator Taft in America had recently 
come to the conclusion that private enter- 
prise had failed to provide for the hous- 
ing needs of that country. The popula- 
tion of the world was increasing at the 
rate of 20 millions a year. That was 
helping to make the housing problem 
worse. 

Before the war, declared Mr. Mackay, 
there was a shortage of 12,500,000 houses 
in Europe. Some of the European 
countries had had more houses destroyed 
in the war than we had. We came only 
fifth on the list. The position of timber 
supplies was the key to the progress of 
house-building in Europe. Before the war 
90 per cent. of the timber used in house- 
building in Europe came from Finland 
and Russia. Since 1939 little or no 
timber had been received from those two 
sources. The problem of building new 
homes in Britain was primarily one of 
obtaining the necessary timber supplies, 
whatever else anybody might attempt to 
persuade the public to believe. The whole 
of Europe was in the market for timber. 
We imported between 2.500,000 and 
3,000,000 standards a year. Less than one- 
third of that went into housing. To build 
240,000 houses a year (our present rate of 
building) meant using between 800,000 and 
900,000 standards a year. That was the 
limit on the number of houses which 
would be going up in Britain during the 
next three years, unless we could get more 
timber, unless we could invent something 
which would dispense with the necessity 
to use so much timber. He thought there 
would be very little change in the housing 
programme during the next five years, no 
matter which party was in power, for that 
reason. ; 


British Building a Success. 

Continuing, Mr. Mackay said he made 
no apologies for what had been done by 
the Labour Government in the matter of 
housing. He was not saying more could 
not have been done. In particular he 
thought that although the conception of 
the temporary housing programme was 
good, as much could have been achieved 
with permanent houses by adopting a 
policy of a central organisation dealing 
with permanent housesina similar way. He 
thought that between 50,000 and 100,000 
houses a year more could have been 
built in that way. It was not fair toycom- 
pare the rate of housing progress since 
the last war with that which took place 
after the first world war, chiefly because 
the building industry in 1919 was not so 
well organised as in 1939. It was in a 
much stronger position to deal with the 
situation to-day. But comparing hous- 
ing progress in Britain since 1945 with 
that achieved in the rest of Europe, you 
would find the British performance a 
“ rocketing success,” except in relation to 
that of Sweden. 

Mr. Mackay then quoted the following 
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figures of houses built in the period 1946- 
48 in various countries per million of 
the population: 


weden ... 7,794 Netherlands ... 3,400 
Britain ... 5,000 Switzerland ... 3,000 
Norway... 4,800 Belgium ee | 
Denmark 4,300 Czechoslovakia 2,300 


America, he said, had built from three 
to four times less than us in proportion 
to our effort. 

After stating that the housing policy of 
the Labour Party was to continue as the 
Government had been doing, Mr. Mackay 
said he stood by the decision of the 
Minister not to cut down the standard of 
housing. An area of 1,000 feet super 
was the minimum to house a family of 
man. wife and three or four children. He 
would not argue against housing old 
people in smaller houses or that every 
house should be 1,000 feet super. 


Local Authority Houses to Sell. 

He entirely agreed it was a good thing 
for people to own their own house. He 
could not see why local authoriti¢s could 
not give people those houses which they 
had occupied and paid rent for for years. 
He thought an Act could be passed 
through Parliament giving local authori- 
ties that power. The question of house 
ownership was largely a question of 
ownership at a price which people could 
afford to pay. We had not explored the 
possibility of a sliding scale of house 
rents with the amount which each ten- 
ant was called upon to pay being in pro- 
portion to his income. 

Before the war, Mr. Mackay alleged, 80 
per cent.of the houses built were for people 
to buy but at prices which the poorer 
peopie could not afford. He suggested 
that many housing estates which had 
been built before the war by speculative 
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builders contained either houses which 
were badly built and were offered for 
purchase or houses to rent, in which 
case the builder made his profit from 
the brewers or cinema proprietors for 
whom he built near that estate. 

Describing as “atrocious” the propa- 
ganda which sought to show that house- 
building to-day was not being done by 
private enterprise, Mr. Mackay said that 
it was—with a few exceptions—the pri 
vate builders who were building 
houses for the local authorities 
claimed that in carrying out his housing 
policy Mr. Aneurin Bevan had taken the 
needs of the country as a whole into - 
consideration and had not. favoured any 
one part of the: country. He himself 
(the speaker) would not support, and had 
not supported, the claims of even Hull 
(the worst blitzed city in the country) for 
priority in housing as compared with, 
say, Slough, where the influx of more in- 
dustry had greatly accentuated the hous- 
ing shortage. ; 

The speaker expressed the opinion that 
the shortages of certain materials would 
remain for our lifetime. We were not 
going back to the sort of society we knew 
years ago and therefore the demand for 
better housing would continue. 


The Case for Mass Production. 

He did not think we could make the 
building industry much more efficient but 
he could not think that the last word had 
been said on the subject of prefabrication 
and mass production. Not one of the firms 
which had. made prefabricated houses 
had stood the test of results, he affirmed. 
They had all produced something very 
expensive, something which could never 
be produced economically unless you 
had an enormous order for it. He did 
not know the answer to the problem of 
brick. .° Mass production, he thought, 
would. play a.part in the future develop- 
ment of housing, despite the lack of real 
success up to date. 

The Labour Party would not. nation- 
alise the building industry, because the 
industry was too individualistic. 

Prefabrication was a matter for re- 
search and this was going on at the 
moment. As long as materials were 
scarce controls, administered as well .as 
possible, must be applied: He saw no 
reason why the whole rental system of 
the country should not be revised and 
the question of the cost of repairs in rela- 
tion to rent would be taken into account. 
The Minister had drafted a Bill on this 
matter for this session of Parliament but 
other things had come along to prevent it 
being introduced. Mr. Mackay suggested 
that a Land Valuation Board should be 
set up, similar to those which operated 
in Australia and Canada. This would 
fix the price of each plot of land at a 
maximum figure which must not be ex- 
ceeded in any transaction. 


DIRECTORY OF CLAYWORKERS 
THE 1949 edition of the Directory of 
British Clayworkers, last published in 
1938, brings this publication right up to 
date and ‘thus -provides the clayworker 
with an accurate and comprehensive book 
of reference. The arrangement of the 
directory makes for easy reference; .an 
alphabetical list of British clayworkers is 
followed ‘by a geographical classifica- 
tion ‘by counties and towns. A _ useful 
section is that comprising distinctive 
marks, trade names and trade marks, 
while the Associations connected with 
the clay industries are listed. Price 
10s. 6d. (5s: to subscribers to The British 
Clayworker), the Directory is published 
from 93/4, Chancery-lane, W.C.2. 
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NOISE CONTROL 


Mr. Hope Bagenal’s Lecture at L.C.C. 
Brixton School 


} [®- HOPE BAGENAL delivered the 

first of a series of lectures dealing 
with the principal problems of noise in 
the modern worid being held at the Lon- 
don County Council School of Build- 
ing, Brixton. The purpose of the 
lectures is to survey the field of noise 
problems, to pose the questions to which 
architects and other designers are ex- 
pected to answer and to introduce the 
various aspects of the subject which will 
be dealt with iam later lectures in the 
course. 

Reviewing the evil of noise, its effect 
on sleep, on industrial and commercial 
efficiency, on teaching and learning, on 
illness and convalescence, Mr. Bagenal 
was able to indicate the nature of the 
principal noise problems and the circum- 
stances in which they generally occurred. 
Professional advisers must, he asserted, 
be competent to advise and protect 
clients in respect of buying or leasing 
noisy: properties, and he went on_ to 
sketch, in more detail, the principal 
characteristics of what he called the noise- 
aptitude categories. These included alli 
thin construction, designed primarily 
from stress considerations, and flats and 
maisonettes, particularly in respect of 
converted houses and wooden party 
floors. He felt that in this latter connec- 
tion a solution could be found only by 
agreements between tenants and lJandlord 
and amongst tenants themselves. Rural 
areas also presented their problems, par- 
ticularly in respect of aircraft noise. The 
legitimate grievance of retired people in 
respect of this and established noise 
sources with prescriptive rights was some- 
thing which a responsible professional 
adviser could not ignore. 

The lecturer then went on to consider 
directions in which solutions of noise 
problems might be sought, and he gave 
special attention to (a) Location planning, 
such, for example, as placing a golf 
course between a residential area and a 
main thoroughfare. : (b) Planning within 
dwellings. (c) Orientation of buildings. 
(d) Structural specifications. He empha- 
sised that structural insulation was always 
expensive, but that even a limited amount, 
say, one floating floor per flat, might 
effect great improvements. ; 

Reference was made to certain speci- 
ally difficult noise problems, particularly 
in the case of aeroplanes, which were 
described as the greatest noise menace 
and likely to become worse. Normal 
roof structures were quite unable to 
exclude the noise, and it seemed unwise 
to assume that jet engines would bring 
any improvement, except that their 
ability to climb more steeply restricted 
their nuisance range. It was felt that con- 
sideration might be given to a long-term 
plan for slower and quieter civil aircraft 
and might be worth pressing for; other- 
wise siting was the only solution. So far 
as industrial noise was concerned. most 
trouble occurred over night noise close to 
residential areas. This arose mainly from 
plants which operated continuously at 
certain seasons or in certain circum- 
stances. 

Reviewing noise survey considerations, 
Mr. Bagenal said that no clear definition 
of noise nuisance existed in law, but that 
it was generally agreed that not onlv 
questions of loudness were involved, but 
also of unfamiliar loudness against a 
familiar background. This often involved 
‘analysis into low, medium and high-nitch 
noise in order to compare qualities. 
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High- and middle-pitch noise were usually 
air-borne, and could be contained by solid 
construction. Segregation of noisy fac- 
tory units within brick walls and solid 
roofs was apt to interfere with a produc- 
tion stream, and to be unpopular on that 
account; these were, however, problems 
which factory architects should recognise. 
A sustained demand for noise reduction 
could bring satisfactory results. Mr. 
Bagenal instanced the improvements 
which had been achieved in respect of 
lifts, and urged that engineers should be 
constantly encouraged to improve 
machine design to reduce noise. In other 
respects improvements depended on the 
architects themselves, who, for example, 
were often reluctant to allow adequate 
space for the slower and quieter fans. 

Subsequent lecturers in the series will 
deal with noise measurement and investi- 
gation, design of electrical machines to 
reduce noise, sound insulation of build- 
ings and the insulation of heavy 
machines. 


UNIFORM BUILDING 
BYE-LAWS FOR ISLE OF MAN 


Local Authorities’ Powers 


(THE Legislative Council of the Isle of 
Man has passed a Bill prescribing that 
in future all building bye-laws shall be 
made by the insular Local Government 
Board with the consent of Tynwald—the 
Manx Parliament. The local authorities, 
who previously had power to make the 
bye-laws, will, in future, have the right 
and the duty to enforce them. There will 
thus be uniformity throughout the Island. 
This decision is the result of over two 
years’ consideration. The bye-laws will 
not apply to present buildings unless they 
are being altered materially. 
One clause says that if any work con- 
travenes the bye-laws, the bye-law 
authority may call on the owner to make 
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it comply, and if he does not act within 
28 days they may themselves do the work 
and charge him with the cost. But where 
the work is being done in accordance 
with plans which the bye-law authority 
has passed, or where the local authority 
had received the plans and had not noti- 
fied the person concerned within six weeks 
that the plans were rejected the bye-lay 
authority may not interfere. 

An amendment with regard to appeals 
was accepted by the Attorney-General and 
the Council. he Bill had provided that 
differences between a bye-law authority 
and a person about to build should be 
referred to the Local Government Board 
if an application was made jointly. The 
Douglas Corporation suggested striking 
out the word “ jointly ” so that each party 
should have this right. 


PLUMBING TRADES 
APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL 


Indenture Charges Reduced 

T the last meeting of the Plumbing 
4 Trades National Apprenticeship 
Council, held on October 19, the secre- 
tary, MR. A. E. SOONEs, reported on the 
recent meeting of the awards council 
when the reports of successful students 
were received and considered. He also 
read extracts from the minutes of the 
meeting on this matter. The report was 
augmented by the chairman, Mr. D. N. 
GRIFFITHS, who stated that in his opinion 
this year’s reports appeared to be of an 
even higher standard than those pre- 
sented by last year’s successful students. 
Several members of the council joined 
in the discussion which followed, and it 
was noted that these awards were proving 
to be beneficial to the industry. 

The secretary, referring to the Finance 
Act, 1949, said that apprenticeship in- 
dentures were no longer subject to stamp 
duty fees. A question was raised about 
the charges made to employers for the 
preparation of indentures, and the council 
agreed that the charges for indenture 
“B” forms prepared by the council 
should be reduced by 2s. 6d. (the value 
of the stamp duty). 

Correspondence from the Nottingham 
Local Joint Industrial Council was read, 
in which it was suggested that a panel 
of representatives of operatives and em- 
ployers should be set up for the purpose 
of investigating any problems arising out 
of the requests for cancellation of inden- 
tures, etc. This matter was fully dis- 
cussed, and it was agreed that, under the 
constitution of the council and under the 
terms of the indenture itself, it would 
not be possible to delegate the respon- 
sibilities of the council to any ad hoc 
committee outside the National Council. 

The secretary was instructed to write 
to the Nottingham Local J.I.C. explain- 
ing the position and suggesting the set- 
ting up of a local joint apprenticeship 
council which would give complete faci- 
lities in respect of the questions they 
raised. ; 

Arising from the discussion on this 
subject, Mr. BLACKMAN suggested that 
the National Council should set up its 
own panel in order to expedite the con- 
sideration of cases of cancellation of in- 
denture, etc. This matter will be dis- 
cussed at a further meeting of the council. 


R.L.C.S. Deputy Secretary. 

THE Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors have appointed as deputy 
secretary of the Institution Mr. P. F. 
Brandt, B.A. (Cantab.), who has recently 
retired from the post of senior district 
officer to the Government of Nigeria. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ideal Home Exhibition. 


The next Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhi- 
bition will be held at Olympia, London, 
from March 7 to April 1, 1950. 


Builders’ Dance. 


The Provident Institution of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of, Works held a 
successful annual dance at the Hammer- 
smith Town Hall on Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 30. A large number of London 
building firms were represented in the 
gathering of over 400 people who 
attended this function. 


Road Repairs. 


The British Road Federation state that 
expenditure on roads has dropped con- 
siderably during the past ten years. It 
now averages £47,000,000 yearly com- 
pared with a pre-war average of 
£59,000,000. This expenditure is, they 
believe, inadequate to maintain a 
national asset estimated to be worth 
£2,000,000,000. Our roads, it is further 
stated, are fast deteriorating, even though 
vehicle owners paid a record figure of 
£99,016,000 in taxation during 1948-49. 


The Spreading of Knowledge. 


References to exhibitions, lectures and 
study courses on architecture and town 
planning, which have been arranged in 
various parts of the world, are contained 
in the report for 1948-49 of the British 
Council, 3, Hanover-street, London, W.1, 
recently published. The report, which is 
very well produced in book form, gives a 
comprehensive account of the wide range 
of activities of the Council some of 
which, it reveals, are progressing towards 
self-supporting status. 


Steel and Reinforced Concrete. 


A course of 11 weekly lectures com- 
mencing Tuesday, January 24, 1950, at 
7 p.m. has been arranged at the L.C.C. 
Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts, Lime Grove, Shepherds 
Bush, W.12. The lectures, which are in- 
tended to deal with the design of struc- 
tures in accordance with B.S.S. 449 
(1948) and C.P. 113/114, will cover the 
main changes introduced into these publi- 
cations and particular emphasis will be 
laid on economy in materials. The lec- 
tures will be delivered by Dr. Oscar 
Faber, O.B.E., Dr. H. Gottfeldt, 
M.L.Struct.E., and Messrs. L. Scott-White, 
M.Inst.C.E., L. Creasy B.Sc.(Eng.), L. 
Freeborn, M.B.E., and D. T. Williams, 
A.M.1L.Struct.E. 


A New Trade Journal. 


The National Federation of Roofing 
Contractors have published the first 
issue of their new journal, The Roofing 
Contractor, which replaces The Slate 
Trade Gazette, which had been the 
Official organ of the industry for over 50 
years. The new journal, it is hoped, 
will have a wider appeal to all sections 
of the building industry, including the 
various professional bodies associated 
with it. This first isue, which contains 
56 pages, includes a number of articles 
which Federation members should find 
of considerable interest. Mr. Edgar 
Lucas, A.I.A.A., has written about “ What 
the architect expects,” and Mr. James 

cCawley on “Roofing in America.” 
Another contribution is entitled ‘* Who's 
Who in the Federation,” and Mr. P. C. 
Ford has supplied “ A Message from the 
President.” It is an adequately illus- 
trated publication the text of which is 
set in pleasingly clear type. 
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Housing Return Appendix. 

Appendix B of the Housing Return for 
England and Wales for September has 
been issued by the Ministry of Health 
through H.M.S.O., price 1s. 3d. 


The South Bank Exhibition. 

The design for the Bailey Bridge and 
the Restaurant in the 1951 South Bank 
Exhibition, illustrated in our issue for 
November 25, was the joint responsi- 
bility of Mr. Misha Black and Mr. Alex- 
ander Gibson, A.R.I.B.A. 


M.o.W. Leaflet. 

A leaflet entitled “ Lagging Hot and 
Cold Water Systems in Houses” is the 
third in the series of advisory leaflets 
issued separately by the Ministry of 
Works and directed mainly at the small 
builder, clerk of works, foreman and 
craftsman. 


R.H.A. Transfer Badges. 

The Road Haulage Association, 146, 
New Bond-street, London, W.1, is issuing 
to hauliers not affected by the road trans- 
port nationalisation scheme, transfer 
badges, coloured in red, white, blue and 
gold, which carry the words, “ Free enter- 
prise road transport.” 


Fire Protection Journals. 


The Fire Protection Association, of 
84, Queen-street, London, E.C.4, have 
recently issued two more of their Journal 


reprints. No. 3, dealing with “ Fire 
Research Organisation” is by Mr. S. H. 
Clarke, M.Sc., and No. 4, “ Building 
Boards in relation to Fire Protection,” 
is by Mr. R. C. Bevan, M.A., B.Sc., 
A.R.LC. 

A New Bridge. 


Work is now in hand on the renewal 
of bridge D.76 on the westbound District 
and Piccadilly Lines at Stamford Brook. 
This bridge, which carries the tracks over 
the Midland Region coal sidings at the 
west end of Stamford Brook Station, con- 
sists of a double span with a brick centre 
pier. The contractor for the work is 
Mr. Arthur Foster. 
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An Annual Report. 


The eighth annual report, for the 
period ended April 12, 1949, of the 
National Buildings Record, 37, Onslow- 
gardens, London, S.W.7, has been 
issued. 


Housing the Aged. 


A proposal that negotiations should be 
opened for the purchase of a house at 
New Brighton for the accommodation of 
old people was defeated recently by the 
town council, which accepted another 
proposal to spend £40,000 on the pro- 
vision of a hostel at Moreton for 60 old 
people. 


Joinery Managers’ Meeting. 


The third general meeting of the 
Joinery Managers’ Association is to be 
held on December 16. The Council 
consists of 15 members under the chair- 
manship of Mr. K. Hewett. The vice- 
chairman is Mr. W. J. Sandford and the 
honorary secretary, Mr. C. A. Bennison, 
51, Forest Side, Worcester Park, Surrey, 
to whom applications for membership 
may be sent. 


Architects’ and Builders’ Diary. 


The “ Architects’ and Builders’ Diary ” 
is now available from H. O. Quinn, Ltd., 
151, Fleet-street, E.C.4. The data and 
memoranda have been revised and 
extended under the editorship of Mr. 
R. E. Bullock, A.R.LC.S., and additions 
are an Underground map of London and 
diary space for the month of January, 
1951, particularly useful to those who 
make appointments well ahead. The 
diary is priced at 3s. 9d., and 4s. 9d. post 
free, rexine and leather bound, respec- 
tively. 


Lemon Committee Report. 


The Committee set up under Sir Ernest 
Lemon by the Minister of Supply in 
November, 1948, to investigate standard- 
isation of engineering products, has now 
made its report. The report has been 
issued as a White Paper. As a 
result of its investigations, the committee 
declares that, despite the problems in- 
volved, more progress is possible in 
reducing the number of varieties of 
engineering products and that this would 
greatly benefit not only the engineering 
industry but other. branches of industrial 
production. Courses of action which 
might be taken by the Government, the 
engineering industry, the British Stan- 
dards Institution and other organisations 
to achieve this end are recommended. 


Advertisement Control. 


Guidance on the operation of the con- 
trol provisions of the Advertisement 
Regulations made under the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act is 
given local authorities in a _ circular 
issued to them by the Department of 
Health for Scotland. Under the Regu- 
lations local authorities must consider 
what parts of their districts should be 
designated as areas of special control. 
These would normally be areas which 
have high amenity by reason of their 
scenic, historic or architectural interest. 
Such areas should be defined by an 
Order made by the local authority, and 
reviewed from time to time. 

Before submitting an Order to the 
Secretary of State local authorities are 
recommended to discuss their proposals 
informally with the interests concerned, 
particularly with the Scottish Outdoor 
Advertising Trade Committee. 

An explanatory memorandum on the 
control of advertisement regulations was 
issued in January, 1949. 
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Building Digests. 

The Building Research Station, Gar- 
ston, Watford, Herts, have just issued 
their Digests Nos. 10 and 11, dealing 
with “ Plastering on Insulating Board,” 
and “ Damp-proof Courses in Parapet 
Walls,” respectively. 

Books for the Technicians, 


Islington Public Libraries have issued 
an information leaflet (No. 4) containing 
a list of technical books, including works 
dealing with building construction, sur- 
veying, carpentry, painting and decorat- 
ing, heating and ventilation, etc., which 
may be borrowed from any of the five 
libraries in the borough. Copies of the 
leaflet may be obtained from the Chief 
Librarian, Central Library, 68, Holloway- 
road, N.7. 

An Annual General Meeting. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Truck and Ladder’ Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, held recently, at 6, Holborn Via- 
duct, London, E.C.1, the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: Mr. 
P. Crowson, of the Patent Safety Ladder 
Co., Ltd., Peterborough (president); Mr. 
A. C. Drew, of Messrs. Drew Clark and 
Co., Ltd. (vice-president); and the follow- 
ing as members of the council: Messrs. 
G. A. Cayless (Cayless Bros. (Battersea), 
Ltd.); J. D. Fish (Barnards, Ltd., Nor- 
wich), P. Gamble (Stephens and Carter, 
Ltd.), T. Gough (Gough and Co. (Han- 
ley), Ltd.), W. H. Grundy (R. D. Milles, 
Ltd.), G. Neild (Jacob Neild of Man- 
chester), and J. H. Smith (J. H. Heath- 
man, Ltd.). 

The Housing Cut. 

Mr. W. W. Wetherill, J.P., deputy 
chairman of the Building Societies Asso- 
ciation, speaking at a building society 
centenary dinner at Exeter on November 
4, said: “There may be geod reasons 
for cutting down the overall programme 
of house building on account of the 
dollar situation, but what we must dis- 
agree with is the discrimination against 
citizens, not necessarily belonging to one 
political party, who do not want to be 
heavily subsidised tenants, but who, on 
the contrary, would be able to make a 
great contribution to thrift and the 
national economy by having a house built 
without any charge to local and national 
taxation. To be frustrated as we now are 
is to be deprived of an essential British 
freedom.” 

Sixtieth Anniversary. 

On November 18 the Guinness Trust, 
one of the earliest pioneers of housing 
reform, completed the sixtieth year of 
its work. On that date in 1889 the 
founder of the Trust, Sir Edward Cecil 
Guinness—afterwards the first Earl of 
Iveagh—addressed a letter to the first 
Trustees asking them to undertake the 
administration of a Fund of £200,000 
which he proposed to establish for the 
provision of dwellings to house the low- 
est wage earners in London. He gave 
a further £50,000 for a similar purpose 
in Dublin. Between the opening in 1891 
of the first dwellings in Brandon-street, 
Southwark, and 1901, seven further 
estates were opened in Chelsea, Bethnal 
Green, Finsbury, Lambeth, Bermondsey 
(2) and Hammersmith, _ respectively. 
Between the wars further estates were 
developed, as funds became available, 
in Southwark, Chelsea, Hackney and 
Lambeth. Up to the outbreak of war 
in 1939 the Trust had provided in Lon- 
don 3,682 homes, but that number was 
reduced by war damage, and the present 
total of 3,347 dwellings housed. accord- 
ing to the census taken on December 
31 last, 8,276 persons. 
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Quantity Surveyors’ Year Book. 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, 
98, Gloucester-place, London, W.1, have 
recently issued their year book for 
1949-50. This book contains details of 
all the Institute’s principal officers and 
lists of its members, probationers and 
students are given in alphabetical order 
and by counties. 


Courses in Industrial Administration. 


Full-time residential courses in indus- 
trial administration for workpeople’s 
representatives are now being run at the 
Birmingham Central Technical College 
with the approval of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. The scheme will provide for the 
special study of factory organisation and 
management, industrial relations and 
industrial law, motion study and time 
study, and the use of English both written 
and spoken. 


Solid Fuel Storage. 


A paper was read by Mr. J. Pinck- 
heard, A.R.I.B.A., entitled “The Storage 
of Solid Fuel in Relation to Buildings ” 
to the Institute of Fuel at the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, 
London, S.W.1, on November 24. In the 
paper, fuel storage was considered from 
an architect’s point of view, and the effect 
of various factors bearing on storage 
arrangements in relation to buildings was 
discussed. These included the density of 
building developments, the types of boiler 
plant, means of access for deliveries, and 
method of delivery. Particular emphasis 
was laid on the importance of planning 
in order to minimise manual work in the 
handling of solid fuel. 


Correction.—We are informed that the correct 
title of the firm which carried out the artificial 
stonework in connection with the conversion of 
houses at Hereford-square, 8.W.7 (The Builder 
of November 18), is Kendell’s Stone and Pav- 


ing Company, Ltd. 


Brabazon Assembly Hall.—We are informed 
that Messrs. Eastwoods Specialists, Ltd., were 
responsible for the insulation lining in eonnec- 
tion with the construction of the Brabazon 
assembly hall. Filton, illustrated in our issue 
for November 11. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Firm Changes Its Name. 

Joinery and Builders’ Supplies, Ltd., of 
High-street, Uxbridge, Middlesex, have 
informed us that they have changed the 
name of their firm to Jayanbee Joinery, 
Ltd. 


Concrete Shell and Barrel Roofs. 

An illustrated» booklet containing de- 
tails of typical constructions which incor- 
porate concrete shell or barrel roofs has 
been issued by the Cement and Concrete 
Association. : 


An Atomic Application. 

The Dunlop organisation announce 
that atomic energy establishments are 
now using Semtex latex cement as an 
acid-resisting lining for tanks and piping 
work for radio-active materials. 


Export Market Success. 

An increase during the past year of 
117 per cent. in sales to overseas markets 
is announced by the Chaseside Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., Station Works, Hertford, 
Herts. This firm are exporting goods to 
40 countries. They are hoping to expand 
their overseas markets still further. 


A Liquid Bituminous Preparation. 

Andrew Maxwell (The Liverpool 
Borax Co., Ltd.), Maxwell House, St. 
Paul’s-square, Liverpool, 3, have recently 
issued a leaflet dealing with “ Ritolastic 
A.L.,” a liquid bituminous preparation 
with an aluminium finish. Copies can 
be obtained from the above address. 


Firm’s 75th Anniversary. 

Messrs. Earle Bourne and Co., Ltd., of 
Birmingham, have issued an_ illustrated 
booklet to commemorate the 75th anni- 
versary of the commencement of their 
business. It not only gives information 
concerning the company’s history but 
also contains very useful tables and other 
data. 

Rubber Sealing Strip. 

Messrs. Howard Clayton-Wright, Ltd., 
Wellesbourne, Warwickshire, announce 
that they are now producing “ Sticka- 
strip,” an adhesive sponge rubber sealing 
strip, which, it is claimed, stops draughts 
and rattling and absorbs vibration. When 
moistened with petrol it may be stuck 
to wood, metal, glass and other surfaces. 
It is being supplied in 10-ft. rolls in cart- 
ons in two sizes, i.e., } in. by 4 in. and 
+ in. square. 

Water Radjators. 

Messrs. Habin, Ltd., Dimplex Works, 
High-street, Totton, Hampshire, | state 
that their “ Dimplex” water radiators 
are made of heavy gauge pressed steel, 
and are the only steel radiators that are 
internally protected by I.C.I. process 
against rust and corrosion. They are 
much lighter than cast-iron, yet unbreak- 
able. The finish of these radiators is 
stove enamelled. At present they are 
available only in beige colour, but the 
range will be extended in the near future. 


Firm’s New Projects. 


The Chain Link Fencing Co., 49, 
Sheepcote-road, Harrow, Middlesex, have 
informed us of the formation of a new 
firm to be known as “ Chain Link Fenc- 
ing Limited.” They further state that 
they have begun to manufacture at King’s 
Langley, near Watford, diamond mesh 
chain link fencing, and that the produc- 
tion of substantial quantities of alumin- 
ium alloy chain fencing and smaller 
quantities of galvanised chain link fenc- 
ing (owing to the present shortage of gal- 
vanised wire) is also contemplated. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Caithness.—The Church of Scotland have 
£10,000 scheme on hand for an eventide home 
at Achvarasdal Lodge, for which the architect 


is — A. Robertson, Wemyss-pl., Edinburgh, 
_) —Plans in hand for new classrooms, 
to be erected at Rigby-st., for the St. Margo 
(‘Boys’) School, for which the architect is John 
MacNab, 129, Bath-st.. Glasgow, W.C.2.—Coi- 
poration to erect new houses at Auldhouse and 
also at Eastwood, for which the architect js 
Archibald G. Jury, Housing Department, Glas- 
gow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.1. 
Glasgow.—-Corporation Transport Engineers, 
{ransport House, Bath-st., W.C.2, are the archi- 
tects for the new workshops, tyre department 
aud cleaning department buildings to be erected 
on Ibrox site at Helen-st. 
Greenock.—Nurses’ home to be erected at the 
——- Maternity Hospital, Larkfield-rd., by 
Western Regional Hospital Board, Glasgow. 
Lemna. —Plans to be prepared for scheme 


ele., 


of reconstruction and additions at Tolcombs, 
Biggar, for hotel, these being in the hands 
of K. W. Stonebanks, 8, Beresford- rd., Bedford, 


England. 


Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans to be prepared 





for the Diocese - of Motherwell-Wishaw new 
Catholic church, for which full details can be 
obtained from J. MacSporran and = Mac- 
Cermick, 55, West Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
SCOTTISH LABOURERS’ WAGES. 
As from December 5 the labourers’ rate 
fos Scoiland has been increased by 4d. ver 
our. 


As from February next it is proposed to 


introduce the same scale of payment for 
young male labourers in Scotland as in 
England. 








FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
aud previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraplis are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (Tt) 
denotes clesing date for applications; the name 


and address at the end refer to the person 
from. whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
DECEMBER 12. 

'*Peterborough T.C.—32 flats at Cherry Tree- 
gr., om New: ark estate. City E. & S., 
flown Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 
be 5 


DECEMBER 15. 

t*Surrey C.C.—Demolition of Wentworth Hall, 
High Ashurst, Headley. County A., County 
Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 16. 
t*West Bromwich C.B.—18 flats ai 

td. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 

**West Sussex ©.C.—Agricultural worker’s 
cottage, Croucher’s estate, Appledram, nr. 
Chichester, F. R. Steele, County A., Chichester. 
Tenders by January 11. 

DECEMBER 17. 
t*Ipswich C.B.—28 flats, Cemeiery-rd. 
sp. £2 28s. Tenders by January 19. 

Regional Hospital Board.—Kebuild- 
ing of ward blocks, Kingston General Hospital, 
Beverly-rd., Hull. Architect to the Board, 
29-31, Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by January 7 
DECEMBER 19. 

; '“Coventry T.C.—Additional office 
dation for City Architectural Dept. 
Works site, Barrack s-sq. City A. 

Looe U.D.C.“-Four houses at 
estate. G@. H. Ivory & Partners, 
Athenzeum-st., Plymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stone R.D.C.—Four houses at Croxton and 14 
at Tittensor. Hollins, Jones & Oldacre, archi- 
tects, Newcastle. Dep. £2 each site. 

Worthing R.D.C.--Three blocks of 4 flats and 
4 veus of houses at Irene-ave., Lancing. E, & 
S.. 15, Mill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 20. 

Docking R.D.C.—Four pairs 
Tattersett-rd.. Syderstone. G. 
Housing Officer, Se warry Offices. 

ee U.D.C.—14 houses 
rd. Frank Bradley, architect, Penny Bank- 
chbrs., 4, Wood-st., Bolton. Dep. £2 2s. 

_t West ‘Mersea U.D.C.—Six houses at Firs-rd. 
E. G. Wilkes, 4a, Market-st., Cambridge. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by January 10. 


Florence- 


B.S. 


accommo- 
at Meteor 
Dep. £3 3s. 
Sun Rising 
architects, 24, 


of houses at 

f. Gibson, 
Dep, £2 2s. 
at Hawthorn- 


THE BUILDER 


DECEMBER 21. 

Carnforth U.D.C.—22 houses at Kellet-rd., 
Highfield estate. Middleton & Jones, archi- 
tects, 1, Queen-st., Lancaster. Dep. £2 2s. 

Guildford R.D.C.—Six houses and 2 bungalows 


at The Street, Puttenham. E. & S., Millmead 
House. Dep. £2 2 

Redditch U. D.C... Administrative block at 
Ipsley Sewage Works. E. Buckly, E. € S., 
Council House. 

Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C. —- House and 


pavilion at Ruislip Golf Course. E. & S., Coun- 
cil Offices, Northwood. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*Wandsworth B.C.—Seven houses at Crow 
borough-rd. T.C., Municipal-bldgs. 

West Sussex C.C.—Extension of East and 
West Wings at County Hall, Chichester. F. R 
Steele (F.), County A. 

DECEMBER 23. 
Brownhills U.D.C.—21 houses at Bridge-rd 
(shelfield) estate. Jennings, Homer & Lynch, 
chartered architects, 3 and 5, Church-st., Brier- 


ley Hill, Staffs. Dep. £2 2s. 

Preston C.B.—Alterations at 
County Secondary School. B.E. 
cipal-bldg. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 24. 

“Burnley C.B.—Nursery school, Barden-la. 
B.S. Dep. £1 ls. 

Hiraethog R.D.C.—Eight houses at Meliny- 
coed,, nr. Llanrwst. J. Roberts, C., Avondale 
Llanrwst. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 27. 


Frenchwood 
& S., Muni- 


Cookham R.D.C.—12 houses at Crockford 
Bridge, Shurlock-row, Waltham St. Lawrence. 
James H. Beevis, Architect & S., Council Offices, 


1, Bath-rd., Manceeee. Dep. £2 2s. 
DE BER 28. 
ichmond (Surrey) T.€.—50 houses, Cedar 
Nareesien, Woodville-rd. site, ‘Ham. B.E., Hoi 
ham House, Heroh-court, Richmond. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
DECEMBER 29. 
Dover T.C.—Six temporary shops at Covered 
Market. a , Brook House. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 30. 


Wood Green T.C.— Repair of war damage an 





reconstruction of dressing accommodation at 
open -air swimming pool, Durnsford-rd. B.E. 
& Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Exmouth U.D.C.—Public convenience, ad 
joining Esplanade Cafe, Esplanade. E. Ellis 
& Son, architects, 2, Station Parade- chbrs., The 
Parade. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Frome U.D.C.—28 houses, Rossiters-rd. site. 
B. H. Parkes, S., 22, Chivistchurch-st. West 
Dep. £3 3s. 


houses at 
123, 


tHexham U.D.C.—40 
J. Walter Hanson & Son (LIL.), 
berland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1 


Northum 





+*Malden and Coombe T.C.—Four 3-storey 
blocks of flats at. Newhouse Farm, South-la. 
B.E., Municipal Offices. 


JANUARY 5. 


Caernarvon T.C.—32 houses at Maes Barcer 
estate. W. Rees Davies, A.M.I.C.E., B.E. & S., 
sriggs-chbrs. Dep. £2 2s. 





10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building Work 
By J. T. REA 


This well-known standard work is 
now reprinted with an important new 
series of comparative tables giving full 
details of : 


Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and 
Bonus Incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 
Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 
the respective years, 1937-1946. 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 
at 1914 compared with the years 
1920-1946. 

(5) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 


affecting the Control of Civil Building, 


War Damage Claims, etc. 
730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 


Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9.) 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 


Large 8vo. 





Priestlands. 
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*Bexley T.C.—112 houses in 3 groups et 
Halecot No. 2 estate. T.C., Council Offices, 
Bexleyheath. Dep. £3 3s. 


*Bexley T.C.—86 ag in 3 groups at Glen- 

more estate, Welling. , Council Offices. 
pi ia 14. 

*East Grinstead U.D.C.—Public 
at King-st. Car Park. E. & &., 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Wantage U.D.C.—(a) Roads and sewers; (b) 
erection of 28 houses at Barwell-rd. site. W. ¢ 
Stanbrook, A.I.A.A., 26a, North Brook-st!, New- 
bury. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 16. 

Stourport-on-Severn U.D.C.—48_ fiouses at 
Walshes Farm estate. Godwin, Clist & Green 
way (FF,), Bank-bldgs., Kidderminster, Dep 
£3 3s. 

JANUARY 23. 4 

*Leominster T.C.—Repair and renovation a 
Town Hall. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 

NO DATE. 


conveniences 
East Court. 


Bakewell R.D.C.—Ten houses at 2 sites. A. 
Lowcock, architect, King-st., Bakewell. Dep 
£1 Is. 

*Cossham and Frenchay Hospital Manage- 
ment.—Building, electrical, engineering and 
other maintenance works at various institu 
iions, Secretary, Frenchay Hospital, Bristol. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
DECEMBER 29. 


Berkshire C.C.—County 5S. (Materials). 
JANUARY 2. ; 
Flintshire C.C.—County S. (Materials). 


Southgate 8.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 


JANUARY 6. 
Finsbury B.C.—B.E. (Materials). 
JANUARY 7 
Surrey c.C.—Couniy E. (Materials). 


JANUARY 9. 
Camberwell B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Wanstead and Woodford B.C.—B.E) & 5 


(Matevials). 
JANUARY 14. 
Kent C.C.—County 8. (Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 20. 
itere T.C.— Roads and sewers at Highlands 
tate. BE. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 28. 
Mildenhall R. ra C.—Extension of water maids 


at 4 parishes. Council Offices. Dep. £3. 
DECEMBER 30. : 
St. Albans T.C.—Roads and sewers at New 
Greens estate, section No. 3. City E. & S., 16, 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 31. 


St. Peter’s-st. 


Hexham U.D.S. -Roads and footpaths at St. 
Cuthbert’s-la. Hexham House. Dep. £2 2s. 
+ Senthaangaen “C.B.—Roads and sewers at 
Kingsland site. Contract No. 23. B.E. & S., 
Civic Centre. Dep. £3 3s. 
JANUARY 2. 
Hendon 8.C.—Construction of surface water 


Bittacy-rise to Ashley-la. B.E. & 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 3. 

Isle of Wight R.D.C.—1,150 yds. of 6 in. dia 
spun-iron water main, etc., at Bembridge. 
Lemon & Blizard, Lansdowne House, Castle-la., 
Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 5. 

Sevenoaks R.D.C.—Laying 

ware soil sewer two sites. E. 
JANUARY 9. 

Scunthorpe T.C.—Laying approx. 44 miles of 
24 in., 18 in. and 15 in, dia. cast- -iron water 
mains. B.E., Comforts-ave. Dep. £5 4s. 

Wokingham R.D.C.—Main drainage at 
Meadow-rd. and Sutcliffe-ave., Woodley. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, Victoria Station House, 191, 
Victoria-st., S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s 

JANUARY 10. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—Laying and jointing of 
spun-iron and asbestos cement water mains, etc. 
E. 


& S. 


sewer from 
S., Town Hall. 


stone- 
£2 2s. 


of glazed 
& S. Dep. 


JANUARY 18. 
Tendring R.D.C.—1,460 lin. yds. 
sewers, eic., and erection of panering 
Lawford sewerage, contract No. 1. 
Weeley, Clacton- pt H 


of stoneware 
station 
E. & S.. 

Dep 


for 
Council Offices, 


£2 2s. 
JANUARY 21. 
*Melksham U.D.C.—Improvement a eas 
) 


sions to sewage disposal works. : ; 
McKerchar, A.M.I.C.E.. Town Hall Dep 
£10 10s. 

JANUARY 25. 
Northampton AR.D.C.—RKoads and sewers at 


Nether Heyford site. R. J. Miller, S$. Dep 
£2 2s. 

Northampton R.D.C.—Roads 
Hackleton site. R. J. Miller. S., 


1, Cheyne-walk. Dep. £2 2s. 


and sewers at 
Council Offices, 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Banstead. — ResipentTiaL §=Civus. — Banstead, 
Carshalton and District Housing Socieiy, Ltd.. 
is sponsoring a £30,000 scheme for a new resi- 
dential club in Garratts-la. Particulars from 
B. E. Hughes, 12, Hawthorn-rd., Wallington 
Bermondsey, — Resuitpinc. — Church Com- 
mission propose rebuilding St. Crispin’s Church. 


Bethnal Green. —Reparrs.—w.C.C. Ed. Comm. 
propose war damage re pairs to Bethnal Green 
Men’s Institute at £5,00 Plans by L.C.C. 


architects. 

Bethnal Green.—Rerairs To FrLats.—Repairs 
and remodelling work on flats at Boundary-st. 
estate is to cost £72,000, reports L.C.C. Housing 


Comm. Plans by L.C.C. Housing Architects’ 
Dept. 

Camberwell.—F.ats.—A scheme prepared by 
Guy Morgan and nes, F.R.I.B.A., River- 
court, Upper Mall, . for 156 flats on Cham- 
pion Hill (No. 2) site has been approved by 
L.C.C. Housing Comm. 


Coulsdon and Purley.—Hovsinc.—U.D.C. pro- 
pose using land in Rickman Hill at the junc- 
tion with Ridgemount-ave., for housing  pur- 
poses. No plans have yet been fermulated. 

Croydon.—Factory.—Factory and offices are 
proposed at 17-21, Dingwall-rd. by F. A. Rowsell, 
Hollymead Cottage, Hollymead-rd., Chipstead 

Lambeth.— FL = —A scheme for 36 flats at 


Tyers-st. area, Vauxhall-gdns. estate, has been 
approved by L.C.C. Housing Comm. Plans by 
L.C.C. Housing Architects’ Dept. 

Lewisham. — Pus.ic-House. — L.C.C. have 


granted an application from Courage & Co.., 
Ltd., for erection of public-house in Old 
Bromley- rd. at junction with Ashgrove-rd. 
Lewisham. '— og aac ig — Boiler-house 
block at Ladywell Lodge is to be reinstated 
, L.C.0. Welfare Comm. at £8,900. Work to 
be carried out by M.O.W. mobile labour force. 
Plans by L.C.C. architects. 
Leyton.—ReconstructTion.—H. W. Nevill, Ltd., 
propose reconstruction of their premises et 
Harrow-rd., E.11. Plans by firm’s architect’s 
dept. 
London.—Scnoois.—L.C.C. 


- general urposes 
sub-committee proposes nese 


) school-building schemes 
estimated to cost £4,637,600 comprising 23 
county prim. schools, two county sec. schools 
and war damage repairs. It is expected that 
erection could begin next year. Private archi- 


tects are to be appointed in connection with 
schemes but no names are yet available. 
Merstham (Surrey).—Hovsinc, etc.—L.C.C. 


Housing Comm. propose using 110 acres at 
Merstham for housing purposes and in addi- 
tion propose shops, churches, community centre, 
library, clinic, refreshment house and a cinema. 
Project will cost £2,500,000. Plans by L.C.C. 


architects. 

St. Helier (Surrey).—Hovsres.—Four houses 
are to be built at Burnham-rd., St. Helier 
estate. by L.C.C. Housing Comm. at £5,530. 


Plans by L.C.C. Housing Architects’ Dept. 

St. Marylebone.—Scnoo. Site.—L.C.C. Ed. 
Comm. are to acquire additional land in Acacia- 
rd. and Ordnance-hill for a proposed prim. 
school to replace Barrow Hill-rd. school. 

St. Paul’s Cray (Kent).—AreA Orrice.—Office 
accommodation is to be provided at L.C.C. 


housing estate at St. Paul’s Cray a 9,315 
Plans by L.C.C. architects. ‘inca 
Shoe Lane.—Orricrs.—Ellis. Clarke and 
Gallannangh, F.R.I.B.A., 58, Grosvenor-st., W.1, 
are architects for extension of offices for Ex- 
press Newspapers on a site in Shoe-la., E.C.4 
Southwark.—Scnoot Repairs.—L.C.C. propose 


rebuilding second floor and roof of Townsend-st. 
school at est. cost of £21,093. Plans by L.C.C. 
architects. ‘ 

Stoke Newington—Home ror AGeED.—UL.C.C. 
architects are preparing plans for a home for 
aged persons at Woodberry Down Estate. 

‘Stoke Newington.—F.ats. MAIsoNeTTE, Snops. 
—L.C.O. have approved B.C.’s Housing Comm. 
proposal for 2 flats, 1 maisonette and 2 shops on 
sites of 98, 100-102, Green-Ins. at £12,348. Plans 
by Howes and Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., 1, 
Verulam-bldgs., W.C.2. 

Wandsworth.— Marsonettes.— Housing Comm. 
have approved plans by Boro. A. for erection of 
2 blocks of maisonettes (total 10 dwellings) on 
proposed housing site at Voltaire-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Accrington.—T.C., in conjunction with 
Church U.D.C., to erect, 180 houses at Queen’s- 


rd. West. Surveyor, J. W. Bank 
Atherton.—U.D.C. propose extensions to 
Formby Hotel. Plans by J. C. Prestwich & Sons, 


Bradshawgate-chbrs.. 
Blackburn.—M.0.H. approved further 
trad. houses at Higher Croft site. 
_ Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for:—Altera- 
tions at Ship-st. for H. Brayshaw & Sons, Ltd.; 
extension to office. Bradford-rd., Bailiffe Bridge. 
for Blackburns, Ltd. 
Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved 
Workshop at Kidderminster-rd. for C.ements 
Bros. Displays, Ltd.; conversion of ‘ Brook- 
house.” Barnt Green, into home for aged per- 
sons for P. C. Adie. —U.D.C. to erect new dress- 
ing-rooms, new stand, ete., at Victoria Ground. 


Leigh, Lanes. 
56 non- 


plans for:— 


THE BUILDER 


Brownhill (Staffs).—U.D.C. surveyor to pre- 
pare final drawings and layout for 475 houses 
at Salters-rd. 


Burnley. —— C. to appoint architects to prepare 


plans for police H.Q. at Catt'e Market site. 
Co. Durham.—A taciory for disabled persons 
is to be built at Consett. Architect, C. 8S 


Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle 
Coventry.—T.C. approved layout plans for 
new wholesale market; erection of temporary 
shops in Jordan Well and Earl-st 
Daventry.—T.C. have offered site at Tennyson- 
rd. to Broadcasting Employees Housing Society, 





Lid., for erection of houses. 

Durham.—C.C. to build 24 houses on Sunder- 
land-rd. estate. Contract will be let shortly. 
Plans by City F., Town Hall, Market-pl.. Dur- 
ham. 

East Hetton.—A site for a county prim. school 


is to be acquired by Durham C.C. 
Gateshead.—The Disabled Persons’ 

ment Corpn. is planning a factory 

Valley estate to employ disabled. 
Halesowen.—T.C. to erect 18 houses 


Emp.ow- 
on Team 


at Howley 


Grange estate and block of flats at Hasbury 
Farm esiate ‘ ’ 

__ Harrogate. Received allocation of additional 

) houses, 

“ Heywood. B.C. seek loan of £61,000 for 44 
houses. 

Houghton-le-Spring. U.D.C. received = sane- 
tion to borrow £53.558 for 54 houses on Fence- 
houses estate. V. J. Hunter, surveyor ; 

Maal to erect further 20 houses this 
p tae —R.D.C. propose 2 houses at Llanbedrog 


and 6 at Lianaelhaearn and Pentrefelin. 
Longbenton.—U.D.C. to build 60 houses at 





Widespen. Plans by A. EF. Sweetman, sur- 
veyor, Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastle 
Market Drayton.—U.D.C. we: 28 houses 


at Manor House. Surveyor. J. Bailey. 

» Middleton.—B.C. approved “lage for extension 
of nursery at Milton-st. for Cromer Ring Mill 
(1919), Ltd.; erection of children’s homes at 
Monmouth-st. and Hollin estate for Lancs — 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A. (G. Kenyon), 
Cloth Market, Newcastle, has prepared Aas 
for 36 houses on Longbeniton housing estate. 
No contracts let. 

Newcastle-omTym2.—C.C. is to consider a 
scheme prepared by the City E., G. Kenyon, 
18, Cloth Market, Newcastle, for the building 
of a block of flats at Longbenton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Milburn Estates, Ltd., 
Milburn House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are plan- 
ning erection of offices, shops and underground 

between Pilgrim-st. 
will be eight storeys 


garages on a vacant site 
and Dean-st. Premises 

high and cost about £350,000. Plans have been 
submitted to local authority for consideration. 

Architect, George S. Ash, 66, Great Cumberland- 
pl. London, W.1. 

Newcastle-on-Tym2.—W. Patterson. Ltd., wire 
makers, Shie'ds-rd.. are to extend their works. 
Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 
21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 











WaATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


AYGEE 


LEADED LIGHTS 





delivery 
TWO WEEKS 


cA product of 

England’s Largest Glazing 
(2) } . 5 

(ontractors 


100 Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1 














December 9 1949 





Norden.——Cricket club prepose new permatent 
pavilion. . 

Oversiade.—Baptist authorities propose lew 
church. Plans by F. B. Andrews, 95, Colmore. 
row, Birmins gham. 

Sedgefield.—K.D.C. to build 10 houses at 


Sedgefield, 48 at Trimdon and 16 at Ferryhill 
They will be built by local builders on the basis 
of a negotiated price. 
Shrewsbury.—T.C. 
Plans by surveyor, F. R. 


propose new abattoir 


Dinnis. 


Skelton (Yorks).—U.D.C. to build 40 houses 
on Brotton Coach-rd, estate to plans by F, 
Stringer, surveyor. Approval of M.H. is being 
sought. ‘ 
Standish.—_U.D.C. propose adapting “ Ash- 


fie'd House” as a town hall. Surveyor, E. J. 


3rookes. 


Stockport.—B.C. approved plans for:—10 houses 


at Dia! Park-rd. for T. Fryer & Co., Ltd. ; sheet 
metal works at Cana!-st. for T. Wood; houses 
at The Crescent, Davenport. for A. Allen 


for W. B. Beattie & Co., 
Albion Inn, Sandy-la., 
Ltd. ; a‘terations, Vie- 
Hall, for F. Lea; ex- 
Walmsley-st. for E. 


houses at Lisburne-la. 
Ltd.: reconstruction of 
for Walker & Homfrays, 
toria Mills, Broadstone 
tensions to warehouse at 
Massey; and extension to works at Avondale- 
rd. for Fugestall, Ltd.—E.C. approved revised 
plan for nursery school at Reddish Vase. 
Sunderland.—Extensions are to be made to 
Robson’s Brewery. Middle-st. Architects, Matkin 
& Hawkins, Ba lays Bank-chbrs., Sunderland. 
Tynemouth.—T.C. is considering erection of 








about 200 houses on small sites in borough 
area. Plans by Boro’ E., 19, Howard-st., North 
Shields. 

Tynemouth.—The Carton Hotel. Manor-rd.., 


to be converted into a nurses’ preliminary irsin. 
ing school. Architect. P. Knighton, New- 


castle Regional Hospital Board, Osborne-rd., 
Neweasile. : oe 
Wallasey.— B.¢ received additional alloca- 


tion of 120 houses for 1949; propose kitchen and 


dining-room at Lingham County school at 
£6,906: extensions to motor-bus garages and 
yard; to submit to M.O.H. for approval plans 


for reinstatement of civic hall. 
Wallsend.—Swan Hunter & Wigham Richard- 


son, Ltd.. shipbuilders, are planning erection 

of new drawing offices ‘and a large welding 

shop. ; 
Warrington.—R.D.C. received allocation of 


50 additional houses for key workers. 

West Bromwich.—Plans submitted for work 
shop at Greets-lane-rd. for Greet Steel Pipe 
and Flange Co., Chnreh-la. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. propose 14 bnngalows 
for aged at Tailors-la., Maghull, Surveyor 
A. K. Forster, Derby-st., Ormskirk. 

Whitley Bay.— J. Oswald & Sons, 68, Northum- 
berland-st.. Newcasile-on-Tyne, are architects 
for garage. canteen, cloakrooms and lavatory 
accommodation in Windsor-av. for the Whitley 
and District Laundry Co., Ltd. Plans have 
been prepared by C. Solomon, 3, St. Mary’s-pl.. 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, for reconstructing buffet at 
Rex Hotel for Queen’s Head (Newcastle), Ltd. 

Whitworth.—U.D.C. are preparing plans for 
24 bungalows for aged at John-st. 


TENDERS 





* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes accepted subject to moaification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 

Airdrie.—Biscuit works scheme at Hogg-st. 


Ltd. 
quantity 
‘James Frew & Son, 


George Arihur & 
surveyors, 12 
Air- 


for Askeys (Airdrie), 
Son, architects and 
Stirling-st., Airdrie: 
drie. 

Ashby- -de-la-Zouch.—28 houses at Westfield, for 
U.D.C.: *f. Barker & Sons, 14, Swan-st., Lough- 
borough. 

Barnsley.—78 houses at Athersley estate 
*Lee Construction Co., Ltd., Chesterfield. £20.176 
(16): *C. F. Ibbotson, Wombwell, £14,934 (12); 
*Direct Labour, £61,000 (50). 

Birkenhead.—Alterations to Laird school of 
art: *H. Mohin, 3, Heath-!a.. Bebington. 

Bournemouth.—Infants’ school at Monnt-rd.. 
South Kinson, for C.B. Ronald A. Phillips 
(F.), Bush House, 15, Christchurch-rd., Bourne- 
mouth. Quantities by Irving Todd, F.R.I.C.S.. 
44. Welbeck-st., W.1: *G. Sheats & Sons, Ltd. 
Oxford-rd., Bournemouth, £69,121. 

Chorley.—-56 houses and two bungalows at 
Tootell-st.. for T.C. H. D. S. Lowe. B.E.: *J. W. 
Lee. Yarrow Bridge, Chor.ey, £73.890. 

Chorley.—54 houses and six bungalows on 
Tootell-st. site, for T.C. H. D. S. Lowe, B.E.: 
*Baxendale Bros., Victoria Saw Mills, Chorley, 


£73,994. 

Coalville.—8 for U.D.C.. at Greenhill- 
rd. estate: Perks & Son, Lid., Bridge-st.. 
Long Eaton, Notts. 

Croydon.—Prefabricated 
St. Joseph’s R.C. school, 
C.B. The School Architect, 
don: *Robert Newton & Co., 
\a., Thornton Heath, £7,889. 

are informed that the contract 


Durham.—We , 
for the erection of the Mathematics and Geo- 


) houses, 


classroom block at 
Upner Norwood. for 
38, High-st., Croy- 
Ltd., 375, Bensham- 
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has been 


graphy Wing at Durham_University 
awarded to Leslie & Co., Ltd., St. James’ 
House, Kensington-sq.. W.6, and not as stated 


in our issue of November 18. 


East Retford.—92 houses with paths. drain- 
age, etc., at Hallcroft estate, for T.C._ Vallance 
& Westwick, White MHart-chbrs., Mansfield, 


architects :— 
we a 2 ae (Builders and Contrac- 
tors), , 86, Newcastle-av., Work- 


sop £127,87 
R. Moore ‘k Sons. Spencer- -st., Mansfield 127,404 
Gateford- 


G. G. Middleton & Sons, 3, 
rd., Worksop... ies Cae 
‘Walter Firth, Ltd., Armthorpe- rd., Arm- 
thorpe, Doncaster ... 118,248 
Exeter.—Bui:ding works at Priory Secondary 
Modern School for Girls, Topsham-rd., for T.C. 
H. B. Rowe (F.), City d Exeter Building 
Contractors, Ltd., 14, Dix’s-field, Exeter, £99,648 


(subject to M.E. approval). 
Glasgow.—New Church of Scotland halls at 
Pollock site, Penidine-rd. Messrs. Abercrombie 


& Steel Maitland, 1, County-sq., The Cross, 
Paisley, architects: *Hugh Leggate. Ltd.. 
Barrhead, Renfrewshire. 


buildings at 
Dairy Co. (Glas- 
“Hunter 


Glasgow.—New  cold- storage 
Possil-rd. for Scottish Farmers’ 
zow), Ltd.. Scotland-st., Kinning Park: 
& Clark, Ltd. 

Hartlepool.—New bakery at 
the Hartlepool 5 op Society. 
Dobson, L. R.L.B.A., 15, Chureh-sq., 
pooi: *Society’s Building Dept., 
Hartlepool. 

Hartlepool.—Erection of 88 houses, 
south of Hart-rd. R. H. Snowball, 
C. M. Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, 
42 houses ; Watt ’Bros., Park-rd., West Hartle- 
pool, 14 houses; W. W. Brazell, Ltd., Raeburn- 
st.. West Hartlepool, 12 houses; R. Rennie & 


Powlett-rd., for 
Architect, J. J. 

West Hartle- 
Stranton, West 


for T.C., 
Boro’ E. 





Sons, Regent-sq., Hartlepool, 10 houses; T. M. 
Stonehouse, Ltd., Osborne-rd., West Hartle pool, 
10 houses. 

Hoddesdon.—24 houses at housing schemes 
a, 19 and 20, for U.D.C. Wm. Piumpton, 
. & S., Council Offices :— 

Fe G. Ackworth ; £40,154 
Crook Bros. ; . 80,719 
T. H. Houslip & Co., ‘Ltd. . 34,454 
H. I. Cole & Co., Ltd. 31,684 
James Wi'son & Sons 31,365 
G. Davies & Sons, Ltd. 31,039 
V. C. Browne & Sons ... - 30,954 
G. P. Walker = om Ltd. . 30,817 
Geo. Mott & So W188 
G. Gillett ate cog 
H. 5 Ewers & Co., Ltd. . ; sas 9200 
Towers & Stone, 104, Morley- hill, Enfield 29,106 


Knutsford.—Four terrace type and 5 pairs of 
s.d. houses at Thorneyholme estate, for U.D.C. 
Surveyor, Geo. R. Butler: *J. Shaw, Poynton, 
nr. Macclesfield, £16,642. 

Langham-pl.—Reconsti suction of All Souls’ 
Church, Lenehan, pl. H. 8S. Goodhart-Rendel 
& Ptnis. *R.ILB.A.), 13, Crawford-st.. W.1 
Ward & Ri a, Ltd., Broadway-court, S.W.1 

Liverpool.—Works for ‘City Council. 26 houses 
at Derby-la. and Queen’s-dy.: *Sefton Building 


Co., Lid.. Unity Bidgs., 67, Ormskirk-rd., 
Liverpool 9, £42,637; 512 dwellings at Speke 
estate: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 113, Ben- 
-sham-dr., Liverpool 16, £684,839; erection of 
gymnasium at C. F. Mott Training College 
*Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., £20,522 (in 
tien to tender previously accepted); builders’ 
work for Belle Vale County Primary School. 
Besford-rd.. Gateacre: *William Hall & Son. 
Ltd., £52,921 (in lieu to tender previously 


accepted). 

L.C.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by_L.C.C. during period ending bi sents 
ber 2. For war damage repairs at Robert 
Browning School, Stone & Co. (London), Lid., 
Croydon, Surrey. Electrical installation at 
Blackheath-rd, School, Greenwich, The London 
Electricity Board. Adaptation of Woolmore-st. 


School, Poplar, for reinstatement after war 
damage. A. Wheeler (Romford), Ltd., Essex. 
L.C.C.—War-damage repairs and improve- 
ments at Woolmore-st. schoo:, Poplar :— 
Thomas Tierney & Co., Ltd., Poplar ... £38,286 
H. C. Horswil!l, Ltd., West Ham... 34,298 
Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham... 33,679 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 33.470 
Fred & T. Thorne, Ltd., Wandsworth ... 33,273 
J. & R. Rooff. Ltd.. West Ham .. 33,180 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad- 

st.-pl., E.C.2 ... 32,488 
Charles §. Foster & Sons, Loughton |. 32,444 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd.. Romford 32,407 


Yeomans & Partners, Ltd., St. Maryle- 
bone 31,778 
“A. Whee'er (Romford), “Ltd.. Romford... 28.057 
Comparable estimate of architect in ‘private 
practice responsible for work is £28,270. 
GLondon (Admiraity).—H.M.S. Collingwood, 
Fareham Installation of heating system to 
classrooms, Norris Warming Co., Ltd., 18. 
Hampshire- terr.. Portsmouth. H.M.S. Dolphin. 
Portsmouth, Submarine Escape Training Tank 
foundations and piling. Pressure Piling Co. 
iierer nt), Ltd., 637, Old Kent-rd., London, 


London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended December 3. 
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Drainage work: G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Hulton, near Bolton, Lancs. Re-roofing work: 
West Midlands Erection Co., Ltd., Willenhall, 
Staffs. Repairs to hangars: McNulty & Co 
Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs. Building work: F. 
She pherd & Son, Ltd., York; W. & J. Simons, 
Ltd., Notiingham; W. Ames, Ltd. Great Yar- 
mouth ; F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts: 
Moorhouse & Barker, Ltd., Thornaby-on-Tees. 
Thos Lowe and Sons, Ltd., London, W.6. 
Civil engineering work: John Mowlem & Co.., 
Ltd., London, 8,W.1. Painting work: Clark & 
Fenn, Ltd., London, S.W.4: Reids (Norwich), 
Ltd., Norwich; Scottish Aviation, Ltd., Prest- 
wick Airport ; ye Hood, Caldicot, nr. Chepstow, 








Mon; George Jones & Son (Contractors), Lid.. 
London, W.8; J. & B. Abbott (Contractors ), 
Ltd., Harrow, Middx. General maintenance 
work: G. G. Middleton & Sons, Ltd., Worksop; 
A. Richmond & Sons, Retford, Notts; A. 
Stephenson. Harrogate; R. Scase & Son, Ltd., 
Surbiton; G. E. Wallis & Sons. Ltd., London, 
W.C.2, and Truro, Cornwall; Thos. Higgs & 
Co., Ltd., Woking; C. H. Batten, Minehead, 
Som. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended November 26:— 

London: S$.E.D.O., Borough High-st.. S.E. 
Dismantling and re-erection of huts and new 
lavatory accommodation, J. Garrett & Sons, 
Cathles-rd., Balham, S.W.12; Wat Office, White- 





hall, S.W i Alterations to resident messengers’ 
quarters, John M in (London), Ltd., 127-131, 
Terminal House, 52, Grosvenor-gdns., S8.W.1; 
No. 16 Old Slaughterhouse, Cattle Market, 
Islington, Addit ional changing rooms, John 
Greenwood, Ltd., King William-st. House, 
Arthur-st., E.C.4. Ayrshire: P.O. & Telephone 
Exchange, Prestwick, Extension to apparatus 
room, D. & J. Milligan (Ayr), Ltd., 46, Kyle-st.. 
Ayr. Durham: H.O, Wireless Station, Marley 
Hill, Erection of six houses. Ralph Bowey & 
Son, Ltd., Back Raby-st., Newcastle. Essex : 
Telephone Exchange, Colchester, Extension, 
George A. Kenny & Sons, Ltd., Army Works, 
Burrell-rd., Ipswich. Lancashire: H.M.S.O 
Hollinwood, Reconstruction of lavatory blocks, 
Edward Load & Son, Tt Beal-la., Shaw, 
Oldham. Middlesex: T.O/B., Canons Park. 


Stanmore, External painting and 
Decorative Art Guild, Ltd., 

Eaton-sq., S.W.l; 
Harrow, Internal 


Honeypot-la., 
internal decoration, 
43, Lower  Belgrave-st., 
T.O.B., Northwick Park. 
painting, Decorative Art Guild, Ltd., 45, Lower 
Belgrave-st., Eaton-sq., S.W.1. Somersetshive : 
H.P.O. and TJE., Bath, Various alterations, J. 
Long & Sons (Bath). Ltd., 108, Walcot-st., Bath. 
Staffordshire: I.R.O.. Wigmore School, West 
Bromwich, Adaptations, John Adams (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd.. Ashold Farm-rd., Erdington, Bir- 
mingham. Surrey: Claims and Records Office, 
Kew. Internal and external painting, South 
London Decorators, Lid., Martindale-rd., Bal- 
ham, S.W. Warwickshire: P.O. Factory, Sher- 
lock-st., Birmingham. Canteen of first floor and 
sundry works, B. T. Felton & Sons, Ltd., 545, 
Chester-rd., Sutton Coldfield. 
GLondon (War  Dept.).—Works contracts 
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placed by War Dept.. week ended November 


26 :— 

Edinburgh ; Miscellaneous work, Wm. Scobie. 
Edinburgh. Co. Tyrone: Building work, 

cAuley, McIlroy & Co., Ltd., Belfast. Devon : 
Building work, Staverton Builders, Ltd.; Totnes. 
Essex: Miscellaneous work, West & Evans, Ltd., 
Ifornchurch. London: Miscellaneous work. 
McManus & Co., Ltd., Whetstone. Hampshire 
Painting work, Fields, Ltd., Reading. Devon : 
Painting work, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd 
(two contracts), Watford. Durham :_ Misce! 
laneous work, E. Black & Sons, Ltd., Darling- 
ton. Worcestershire: Building work, Thoe- 
Powles & Son, Lid.. Malvern. 

Loughborough.—32 houses T.C.: PA. W 
Soars, Loughborough. 

Macclesfield.—40 houses at Ivy-rd. 
r.C.: *Hugh Owen & Son, Ltd., 
£51,621. 

Macclesfield.—58 houses at various sifes, foi 
R.D.C. H. Chadwick, M.I.Mun.E., 19, King 
Edward-st. Over Alderley: *Hugh Owen & Son, 
Ltd., 431. Buxton-rd., Great Moor, Stockport. 
£17,527. Chorley: *Hugh Owen & Son, Ltd., 431. 
Buxton-rd., Great Moor, Stockport, ray 
Great Warford: “Hugh Owen & Son, Lid., 
Buxton-rd.. Great Moor, Stockport, £20, oe. 
Eaton: *Hugh Owen & Son, Ltd., 431, Buxton 
rd., Great Moor, Stockport, £17,527. 

Manchester.—New plastic centre and office 
block at Withington Hospital: *Moston Brick & 
Building Co.. Ltd., Kenyon-la., Collyhurst. 
Manchester, £15,190 and £7,043. 

Manchester.--Extensions to food 
British Arkady Co., Ltd., Skerton-rd., 
Park, Manchester: Wm. Thorpe 
Chester-rd., Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Manchester.—W arehouse at Trafford Park, for 
Port of Manchester Warehouses, Ltd.: ‘*A. 
Hodgkinson, Ltd., 62, Greenhill-st., Manchester 


for 


estate, for 
Stockport. 


factory of 
Trafford 
& Son. 


Mansfield Woodhouse.—64 houses at Coxs-la. 
extension, for U.D.C.: *C. H. Hill & Sons, Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.-Erection of 54 houses at 
Beechwood, for T.C.: *R. Jones, 10 houses: 
"J. R. Day, 10 houses; *J. C. Mitchel, 12 
houses; *S. & E. Lowe. 10 houses; *H. Halli 
man, 12 houses (all loeal builders). 

Middlesbrough.—64 dwellings at Beechwood 
site..for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, B.E. & S., Munici- 
pal-bldgs.: *H. A. Dawson (Estates), Ltd.. 
Monkseaton Estate. Chatsworth-gdns., Billing- 
ham-on-Tees, £41,334: — Bros. (Middles- 
brough), Ltd., Fidler- Middlesbrough. 
£36,182. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Office alterations at 
Gallowgate, for Merz & McLellan. Architects. 
L. J. Conves & Partners, Carliol House, New- 
castle: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond-rd., 
Newcastie-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
ment in New Bridge-st.. 
Newcastle Dispensary. 
& Newcombe, 23. E!don-sq., 
Jeffcock, Ltd., New Bridge-st.. 
Tyne. 

Norwich.—262 dwellings at Sandy-la./Cooper- 
la. estate. for C.C.: 208 *John Cochrane & 
Sons, Ltd.. Westminster, S.W.1; 54 *R. G. 
Carter, Ltd.. Drayton. Total for both con- 
tracts. £311,428. 

Nottingham.—210 houses at Strelley estate, for 


os ng ogee depart 
for the Committee of 
Architects, Newcomb« 
Newcastle: *E. 

Newcastle-on 


T.C.; *3. W. Stamps & Co., Nuthall-rd., Bobbers 
Mill, Nottingham. 

Notting Hill.—Reconstruction of All Saints’ 
Church, Notting Hill. Milner & Craye 


(F/F.R.1.B-A.). Flat “ Y¥,” 3. Buckingham Gate, 
Westminster, S.W.1: *W. H. Gaye & Sons, Ltd.. 
High-st., iecaten. 
Oidham.—Infants’ school at Derker: *J. Hart- 
ey, Cobden-st., Chadderfon, £51,000 
te a houses at Shrewsbury: rd. 
for T.C.: *B. Gittins & Sons, £105.720. 
Piccadilly.— Ree onstruction of St. 
Church, Piccadilly. Architects, A. E. 
son & E. A. S. Houfe (F/F.R.1.B.A.) 
Burlington-st.,. W.1: *Rattee & Keit, 
Station-rd., Cambridge. 
Renfrewshire.--We are informed that the 
official architects for the Thornliebank Indus- 
trial] Estate. Glasgow. are Messrs. Watson. 
Salmond and Gray and the building and civil 
engineering contractors, Messrs. Holland and 
Hannen and Cubitts (Scotland), Ltd:, and not 
as stated in our issue of November 4. 
Rochdale.—10 police honses at Kingsway: *J. 
Hobson & Sons, Ltd.. Nottingham. 
Rochdale.—Infants’ school at Kirkholt estate. 
for C.B. B.S., Town Hall: *A. Cassel & Sons. 
Ltd.. 1-3. Teneriffe-st., Salford 7. 
Salford.—Conversion works at Hope Hospital 
*Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon- 
la.. Callyhurst. Manchester 10, £7.558. 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Contracts p!aced from October 14 to November 
yf 


site, 


James’ 
Richard- 
31, Old 
Lta.. 


House Erection. 

Tullibody, Clackmannan (200 Weir). Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., 192. High-st., Kirkcaldy, Chain link 
fencing. Gateside. Douglas (188 Athol'), Barnet 
& Morton, Ltd., 192. High-st., Kirkcaldy, Chain 
link nee. Methilhill, Buckhaven (50 
B.L.S.F., 182 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd.. 
392. High-st.. Kirkcaldy. Chain link fencing. 
Muiredge, Buckhaven (98 Trad.), Barnet & 
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Chain 
Trad., 
High- 


Morton, Lid., 192, High-st., Kirkcaldy, 
link fencing. O’Wood, Ho!ytown (100 
> Brydon), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, 
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st., Kirkcaldy, Chain link fencing. Dalneigh, 
Inverness (64 Timber, 126 Trad.), Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., Kir ‘kealdy, Chain 


link fencing. Comrie, Fife (68 Trad.), Barnet 
19 











& Morton, Ltd., . High-st., Kirkcaldy, 
Front fencing. Coalgate Park, Tranent (106 
Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd.. 192, High-st., 
Kirkcaldy, Front fencing. Portland | Park, 
Gaiston (26 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192 
High-st., Kirkcaldy, Front fencing. Short- 
lees, Kilmarnock (Playing field), Hay & Ander- 
son, Broomhill Farm, Kilwinning, Chain link 


Jas. 
P-ayfair-st., Glasgow, 
link fencing. Newart- 
52 Atholl), Barnet & 


fencing. Townhead, Coatbridge (64 Weir), 
Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., 12, P: 
Stob and wire and chain 
hill, Lanark (52 Weir, 

Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Stob and 
wire fencing. Sonth Laggan (10 Trad.), Modern 
Homes (Edinburgh), Ltd., 4. Me'ville-cres., 
Edinburgh, Ali trades. Carstairs, Lanark (26 
Orlit), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., 
Kirkealdy, Fencing. Climpy- rd., Forth (118 
Timber), Jas. Strang & Sons, 48, Bellevue, Pol- 
mont, Boundary fencing. Bilston, Midlothian 
(32 Trad.), The Marley Tile Co., Ltd., Cadder, 
Bis hopbriggs, Giasgow, Floor finish: Belve- 
dere Wood, Bathgate (96 Trad.), The Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., 37, George-st., Edinburgh, 
Floor finish. Harthill, Lanark (98 Trad.), he 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co.. Ltd., 37, George-st., 
Edinburgh, Floor finish. Muirhouse, Motherwell 
(176 Timber), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High- 
st., Kirkcaldy, Front fencing. Succoth, Argyll 
(12 Timber), Modern Homes (Edinburgh), Ltd., 

4, Melviliecres., Edinburgh, Water supply. 
Gorebridge, Midlothian (156 Trad.), William 
McLean, 10, S. Fort-st., Edinbursh, Tiler. 
Sauchenbush, Kirkcaldy (75 Weir), Robert 
Ballantine, Star, Markinch. Removal of 
boundary posts. Tulibody, Clackmannan (56 
Atholl), S.E. Electricity Board, 53, Me'ville-st., 

Edinburgh, Service cable. Tullibody, Clack- 
mannan (56 Atholl), James Strang & 
Sons, 48, Beilevue. Polmont, Boundary fencing. 
Be!vedere Wood, Bathgate (50 Weir, 96 Trad.), 
S.E.. Electricity Board, 53, Melville-st., Edin- 
burgh, Service cable. Riddochhill, Blackburn 
(26 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., 
Kirkcaldy, Fencing. Newion-av. Elders- 
lie (18 Trad.), S.W. Electricity Board. lasgow, 
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Orlit), S.W. Electricity Board, Glasgow, Service 
cabie. Welton-rd., Mauchline (76 Atholl), Hay 
& Anderson, Broomhill Farm, Kilwinning 
Ornamental gate. Laighstonehall, Hamiltoy 
(52 Trad.), S.W. Electricity Board, 137, Almada. 
st., Hamilton, Service cabie. Belvedere Wood 
Bathgate (96 Trad., 50 Weir), Scottish Ga; 
Board, 25, Chester-st., Edinburgh, Gas Service 
pipes. Deer Park. Sanquhar (64 Myton Clyde 
Myton, Ltd.. Clough-rd., Hu?l, ll trades 
Cairnhill-rd., New Cumnock (88 Myton Clyde), 
Myton, Ltd., Clough-rd., Hull, All trades 
Lugar, Ayrshire (98 Myton C!yde), Myton, Ltd 
Clough-rd., Hull, All trades. 
Site Servicing. 
Clackmannan- (76 Atholl), 
Netherthird, 
Site servicing. 
Maintenance. 
Kilmarnock (11 fit- roofed houses— 
1Z rooms), Oliver Graham, 2. Bank-p!., Kitmar. 
nock, Paint. Cresswell Hill, Dumfries 2 be 
James Lennox & Sons, 173, St. Michael- 
Dumfries, Paint. 
Tynemouth.—Erection of 3% houses at Marden, 
North Shields, for T.C.; *W. Leach & Co., Clay. 
ton-st., Newcastie. 


Tynemouth.—Conversion of the Carlton Hotel, 


Tillicoultry, 
surfacing, ete. 
Atholl, 100 Weir). 


Road 
Cumnock (10 


Shortlees, 


Manor-rd., into nurses’ preliminary training 
school. Architects, Cackett. Burns Dick & 
McKellar, 21, Elli nas ‘im Newcastle: *W. H. 


Browse, 
houses 
Urban 
castle. 

Wigan.—Infants’ school at 
E.C.: *Unit Construction Co., 
Ches. 

Windsor.—20 dwellings at Kingswick estate, 
Sunninghill, for R.D.C. Building S., Bowden. 
rd., Sunninghill: ——. H. & Wels 
Alma- rd., Windsor, £27 


Hawkey’s North Shields: 2 
for aeecke ‘Corporation: *G. S. W 
Development Co., 38 The Side, New- 


Pemberton, for 
Lid., Knutsford, 
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